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Life & Style 
En1inem makes 
his acting 
debut. How 
does he 
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ELECTIONS CO 
Democrats 
Lose 
Control of 
Senate 
By Chauna Bryant 
Hilltop Sta-ff Writer 
Some Democrats hoped to see pigs or in this case elephants fly 
before they saw the House and 
Senate taken over by 
Republicans. But that wasn't 
the case. The Republicans 
secured at least 51 of the 100 
seats in the Senate and 227 of 
the 435 chairs in the House thus 
taking over both houses for the 
first time in so years. 
Thursday, in his first public 
comment since the elections, 
President Bush attributed the 
big Republican win to the hard 
work of the candidates and the 
passion of the American people 
to live better lives. 
"The best way to win an 
election is to earn the trust of 
the voters and that is what hap-
pened in state after state. I think 
the way to look at this election is 
to say that the American people 
want something done, and they 
want people to come together to 
work on it," said President 
Bush. 
I 
www.thehilltoponline.com 
PLETE 
Howard Student 
Elected to ANC 
By Kerry-Ann Hamilton 
Campus Ed itor 
After almost 16 hours of rallying voters and 
employing last minute campaign strategies for the 
position of Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner 
for Ward 1B06, Jarvis Houston, sighs, smiles and 
says, 'we did it." 
Houston, a senior political science major, 
thanked his core staff and volunteers for their tire-
less efforts in making "Visible Impact" the winning 
platform, which garnered 60 percent of the vote. 
"I feel great," Houston said. "I am proud of my 
team, some walked at least a mile between polling 
stations to get people out to the polls.• 
Houston's dedicated staff remained unfettered 
by initial low voter turnout partially attributed to 
the overcast skies, persistent rain and below 50-
degree weather. 
At 3 p.m. Houston received only nine votes, 
while bis opponent D. Edward Farrar had 79 votes. 
The campaign team then convened to reformulate a 
strategy to secure more votes. When the polls closed 
at Sp.m., 139 voters cast their ballots for Houston 
and Farrar's voter tally remained at 79 votes. 
Our efforts to contact Farrar were unsuccessful. 
Nick Morris, a sophomore administration of 
justice major and campaign manager for the Vis ible 
Impact platform, lauded the staff for their dedica-
tion and determination that the race was not over 
until the polls closed. 
"The staff members were committed and would 
not be allowed to be contained by the rain and cold 
weather," Morris said. "They deserve the credit for 
the great work.· 
Vivia .\rmstrong, a marketing major and co-
director of student involvement for Howard 
University Student Association, deemed the experi-
ence challenging, but rewarding. 
"I am very proud of Jarvis ," Armstrong said. 
"His victory spirits a new movement of Howard stu-
dents getting involved in the community." 
With full control of the 
Senate, the House and the 
White House, Republicans are 
C."Jlected to push their agenda 
that includes the appointments 
of conservative judges, new tax 
cuts, health care reforms, tort 
reform and the Homeland 
Security age11cy. 
See SENATE page A 11 
Photo by L:tuttn Bayne Andcr'\on 
Members of Houston's staff gathered for a campaign party after news of his victory. (From left) 
Tahman Bradley, Deputy Campaign Manager; Jovan McCalester, Research Analyst; Nick Morris, 
Campaign Manager; Kristina Foster, Election Mobilization; Seltu Bryson, Treasurer; (seated) Jarvis 
Houston the newly elected ANC Commissioner for Ward 1806. 
Campus police and District resident, Edward 
James, said he was happy to support Houston in his 
endeavors. 
"He is a nice, decent young man," Thomas said. 
See ANC page A 10 . 
A Closer Look at Top Elections Across the Nation 
*Denotes the winne,- of 
the election. 
If elected, Kirk would have 
been the only black congress-
man in the U.S. Senate. 
to Congress from Florida since 
Reconstruction. She will retire 
this year after serving 10 years 
in the U.S. House. 
lf elected, McCall would have 
been the first black governor 
for New York state. Attention 
was dram, to the race after the 
Democratic party pulled 
financial backing from 
McCall. 
218 needed for m.1J0nt)' 5 I needed for majonry 
U.S. Senate 
North Carolli1t\ 
Erskine Bowles (D) 
*Elizamlh Dole (R) 
Dole replaces Jesse Helms. 
Helms, was an opponent of 
race-mLxing and once wrote 
that if the University of North 
Carolina were de-segregated, 
the UNC would then stand for 
"University of Niggers and 
Communists." · 
South carolina 
Alex Sanders (D) 
*Lindsey Graham (R) 
Graham replaces Strom 
Thurman, first elected in 
1933. Helms fillabustered for 
24 hours and 18 minutes, in 
opposition to the 1957 Civil 
Rights Act. 
Texas 
Ron Kirk(D) 
*John Cornyn (R) 
u.s. House 
Texas i8Ut District 
(Downtown Houston) 
*Sheila Jackson Lee (D) 
Phillip Abbott (R) 
Lee was elected for her fifth 
term. Lee, an African-
American, is knoim for being 
one of the most difficult 
Congress members to deal 
with. 
Nevada !St District (Las 
Vegas) 
•Shelly Berkley (D) 
Lynette Bogg.s-McDonald 
If elected, Bow,-McDonald 
would have been the first 
black woman Republican ever 
elected to the U.S. House. 
Florida 17th Dis trict 
(Miami) 
'Kendrick Meek 
Meek "ill replace his-mother, 
Carrie P. Meek, who was the 
first African-American elected 
Governors 
Florida 
Bill McBride (D) 
•J.E. "J eb" Bush (R) 
Bush became the first 
Republic.1n go,·ernor re-elect-
ed in Florida. The Democrats 
had vowed to win the govcr• 
norsbip back as p.1y-back for 
the 2000 presidential election 
debacle. 
Maryland 
Kennedy Townsend (D) 
*Robert Ehrlich Jr. (R) 
Townsend Kennedy, the only 
Kennedy to e,•er lose an elec-
tion, lost for the second time. 
Republican Ehrlich is the first 
to win the governor's seat 
from the Democrats since 
1966. 
New York 
Carl McCall (D) 
*George Pataki (R) 
State Referendums 
California 
Marijuana 
Voted YES-To the city of 
San Francisco exploring grow-
ing and distributing marijua• 
na for medicinal purposes. 
Nevada 
Same Sex Marriages 
Voted YES· To prohibit the 
recognition of same-sex 
unions in other states. 
Nevada 
Pol Legalization 
Voted NO- To make it legal 
for anyone 21 or older to pos-
s= up to 3 ounces of pot, 
enough for between 80 and 
250 "marijuana cigarettes." 
. .,~ 
lndcpoodont 2 
Uooectared 3 
-\,, .· I 
'... • 'Part,al and pre!,m,nary results 
~ 
Independent 1 
Undeclared 2 
KEY 
WiMor, declated 
Of f)IOJ«lcd 
Cl Republ.can 
II Democrat 
□ Undeclared 
26(-1) 
19 (+3) 
s 
□ No raco lhis year 
REUTERS~ 
Nursing Students Score Victory Against Administration Over· Test 
By Josef Sawyer 
Campus & Online Ed itor 
Tuesday morning, nursing 
students met with administra-
tion and faculty to voice con-
cerns about mandatory 
Educational Resources Inc. 
(ERi) testing that may hinder 
progression towards a degree. 
Dr. Dorothy Powell, Deqan 
of Nursing, overturned the con-
tract requiring students to pass 
ERi tests in order to maintain 
satisfactory academic standing 
in the nursing program. 
•students in entering classes 
prior to Fall 2002 are expected 
to take all scheduled tests, 
complete remediat ion as indi-
cated, and take a maxim um of 
two re-tests if necessary. 
"However, sat isfactory 
achievement will not be tied to 
course progression,• Powell 
said. 
Ericka Saint-Hilaire, jun-
ior class pres ident of the 
School of Nursing, and five 
delegated students led the dis-
cussion with faculty and 
administration. 
As n result of the forum, 
the ERi will now be used as a 
supplement to show students 
where they stand and better 
prepare them for questioning 
on the N-CLEX. 
"I am really glad we came 
to a compromise because there 
is a shortage of black nurses 
right now,~ Sa int•Hilairc said. 
Since Howard is one of the 
few minority research institu• 
tions, Saint-Hillaire thinks the 
new tests are d iscouraging. 
"There is no reason a test 
like.this should be implement-
ed to hinder our progression," 
said Saint-Hillaire. 
Students like junior nurs-
ing major Nicole Aud relle were 
nervous before the forum but 
rejoiced afterwards. 
"It's now our responsibility 
to take the test and know 
where we stand. We need to 
know if we need to take reme-
dial courses to help us on 
boards," said Audrcllc. 
Junior Tonja McGill , who 
spoke on behalf of students, 
was unsure if administrat ion 
and faculty would hand down a 
favorable decision. 
"It just seemed like she 
[Powell) wouldn't change her 
mind, but I am just amaz ingly 
exci ted," McGill said. "God 
definitely answered my 
prayers." 
Although the junior class 
achieved their goals, passing 
the ERi test will be mandatory 
for subsequent classes, begin-
ning with 2006. 
VOICES 
& 
VIEWS 
How do you 
feel about the 
HUSA 
President's 
actions in the 
Annex? 
Anthony Davenport 
Senior, Biology 
Chicago, IL 
"Cornell is a human being 
so I don't feel any1hing 
about his actions. He is a 
good person and makes 
mistakes too." 
PhaUan Kimpson 
Freshman, Musical 
Theater 
Washington, DC 
"l heard a little about what 
he did and I think it is stupid 
for anyone to foci that he did 
anythi!1g wrong.·· 
Byron Marshall 
Senior. Engineering 
Decatur, GA 
•·True he broke a mle, but 
how serious of an oflense is 
itT 
(Jltus. '"'1J l.~ Willl,1111.ton 1 f,o/t..'17UIV 
bn,tJ"'.,.) 
Shenora Kalabsheh 
Junior, Psychology 
Denver, CO 
"Although he is HUSA 
President, he is s till human 
and he makes mistakes." 
Ctn1111ikJ h~ I (,1tWy kn kin-.. 
A2 
' 
HUSA President Cornell Williafilson Under Fire: 
Student Body Responds to R~cent Allegations 
By Courtney K. Wade 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
Recently, Cornell 
Williamson, th!! Howard 
University Student Association 
President, was accused of tres-
passing in the Bethune Annex 
Residence Hall. 
Williamson was also 
accused of locking a resident 
assistant out of the dorm and 
stealing a resident's cell phone. 
While he initially denied all 
allegations, Williamson eventu-
ally admitted to having lied 
about trespassing and said he 
had been in the dormitory while 
not properly signed in. 
Williamson continues to deny 
theft. 
The incidents involving 
Williamson have led some mem-
bers of the Howard community 
to believe that his actions do not 
uphold Howard's motto of 
"Leadership for America and the 
Global Community." 
Students like Jessica 
O'Babatunde, a junior biology 
major, expressed disappoint-
ment and loss of respect for 
Williamson after he admitted to 
lying. Williamson is a student 
leader, and should try to set a 
positive example, she said. 
But other students do not 
understand the cause for con-
cern. 
"What's the big deal?" says 
sophomore Hospitality 
Management major Jamilah 
Muhayman. "He's human and 
we all make mistakes." 
Some administration offi-
cials understand reasons for 
widespread student disappoint-
ment. 
"Anytime you find yourself 
in a position of leadership, it is 
ex'J)ected that you will be scruti-
nized more than the average stu-
dent," said Rasheem-Ameid 
Rooke, associate director of 
Student Activities. "As a student 
leader you have to understand 
there are things you cannot do." 
Last Spring, Williamson 
and T. Nicole Merritt, HUSA 
Vice President, campaigned for 
student votes with the 
"Awakening" slate, which pro-
moted "awareness, involvement, 
and change." 
In September, Williamson 
led HUSA in a student rally on 
the main yard protesting new 
visitation policy that restricted 
all dormitory visitation, except 
in the East Towers, on weekends 
from 12 pm to 2 am. 
Up until press time 
Williamson and HUSA declined 
comment on whether his actions 
and allegations would affect the 
remainder of his administration. 
~~ampus ~~rime Report 
This report is a service of the Howard U11il'ersity Campus Police. 
Snturday Nonmber 2 
H PT \Vest Lobby 
Unlawful entry 
8'hN\V 
Theft from auto 
PJrar11wcy 
Unlawful entry 
'Jbwtrs &: Annt.t 
Lost propert)· 
Founders Libmr,1· 
Unlawf uJ emry 
f/UH 
Code Yellow 
Blackburn c-enre.r 
Sick 1ronsport 
Fi11t Arts 
Sick transport 
School of Business 
Titefl LI 
Meridian Ifill /fall 
Sick Transport 
Sund?\!, Nonmber 3 
Mtridia11 Hall 
F'tre Alorm 
This report was compiled by Campus Editor Josef Sawye,: 
Mmdic>n /tall 
False Fire Alarm 
Crcnuon Auditorium 
Injured person 
HUH 
Damaged Property 
Monday, Nm.ember 4 
HUH 
Lost Properly 
HUH 
Sexual Assaull 
Dil-inity Sch()()/ 
Fal\C Alarm 
//e<1/rlt Centtr 
Sick Tr3nsport 
lfealtlt Ctmer 
Sick Transport 
HUPD 
LOSI Property 
Quad 
S,ck Transport 
Jlu::iday Nonmhec s 
Dou.~las /fall 
Unlawful Entry 
Human Ecology 
Sick Per..on 
Pu1td1om 
Lost Property 
Admi11istmtio11 B11i/dil1$ Stalking/ 
Unlawful Entry 
Douglas Hall 
False Fire Alarm 
Mudd Bui/di11.~ 
11,efl I 
Coll,g, of Med1ci11e 
Theft I 
Blackburn Cafeteria 
Thcfl II 
S1okt1 l.ihrary 
Theft l 
UGL 
Losl Property 
\Yednesdnr, Norember 6 
Betlume Armt.\ 
Allempted Theft 
alth C~nrtr 
Sick Transport 
File Pholo 
HUSA President Cornell WIiiiamson under criticism from 
students and admlstratlon from Incident in Bethune Annex 
Student-Professor 
Relationships 
By Amie McLain 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
Communication is the 
key to success, r ight ? Most 
Howard s tudents agree that 
the myth is true: students 
who communicate regularly 
with professors during office 
hours can secure higher 
grades in class than those 
who don't make visits. This 
does not include students 
who decide at the last 
minute when finals are 
around the corner that they 
need to plead for a better 
grade than deserved. 
According to some s t u-
dents, such as sophomore 
communications m ajor, 
Keila Foster, visiting teach-
ers during office hours can, 
not only boost a grade, but 
provide the student with a 
source of guidance. 
Toward the end o f the 
first semester of he r fresh-
man year, Foste r was some-
what distraught that she had 
not decided on a major. She 
decided to speak t o one of 
her professors fro m t he 
School of Alli ed Health, 
Desmond Coverly, about her 
dilemma. During office 
hours, Coverly, her Health 
Systems Management pro-
fessor, helped Foster chose a 
major through much coun-
sel and even by giving he r a 
personality quiz. 
"I went to see Mr. 
Coverly about twice a week 
when I was trying to figure 
out what I wanted to study. 
He suggested that I minor in 
Allied Health and look to the 
School of Communications 
for a major because of my 
speaking and writing skills," 
Foster said. "If I had chosen 
not to ask for adyice from 
Mr. Coverly, I might s till be 
an undecided major." 
Whether struggling to 
declare a major or not, stu-
dents often seek a one-on-
one relationship with pro-
fessors to ensure a good 
grade at the end of the 
semester. According to jun-
ior economics and education 
policy major Corey 
Cunningham, getting to 
know professors is impor-
tant. 
·Just like anything else 
here at Howard, it's not 
wha t yo u know, it 's who you 
know and how we ll you 
kno w them," Cunningham 
said. "Based o n my personal 
experience, I think a good 
rela tionship with your 
teachers definitely improves 
your g rade because it shows 
that you actually care about 
your s tatus in the class ." 
Some t eachers treat stu-
dents more like a family 
because when they look at a 
s tudent, they see their own 
child. For instance, fresh-
man English professor, 
See RELATIONSHIPS A11 
Late-Night Shuttle Service Aids Campus Police 
By Briana Jeffery 
Contributing writer 
The new alternative to calling 
campus police for late night trans-
ports has finally arri,'Cd, A late- • 
night shuttle service set up by 
Howard University Student 
Association for students with vans 
driven by students. 
However, most on Howard's 
campus are unaware of its exsis-
tance. 
Junior, Human Development 
major, Nyja Lewis, has never used 
the service and was unaware it 
existed. 
• I've never even heard of this 
se.rvice, but I think it is a very good 
idea," she said, "It not only keeps 
students safe by offering them 
transportation, it leaves campus 
police todo their job as well." 
Senior, Greg Jackson, says 
the service is a positive step for 
Howard, " I think the shuttle is a 
very good idea. Students pay to be 
safe and now they can be. Its just 
too bad it did not happen sooner." 
Prior to the late-night service 
students out past midnight relied 
on campus police for transport to 
and fro dorms. 
Slow response time of cam-
pus police often left students wait-
ing well over thirty minutes result-
ing in many students walking back 
to their destination where they 
would often become victims of 
robberies, rape and other violent 
acts. 
The lack of an after hours 
shuttle also required campus 
police vehicles to leave assigned 
posts leaving patrol zones vulner-
able to crime. 
Campus Police Chief Smith 
says the seivice has helped 
immensely ,md allows the campus 
police to do their job patrolling 
and keeping students safe. 
Smith emphasizes the service 
is not a taxi, "The shuttle service 
runs when ridership is reduced to 
student transport from one point 
to another on campus only," he 
said. 
Although HUSA pushed for 
the shuttle service to be imple-
mented this semester President 
Swygert played an important role 
in its establishment according to 
Chief Smith. 
"If it had not been for the 
president, this wouldn't have hap-
pened. He directed that it be 
done," he said. 
The late-night shuttle service 
runs from 12 a.m. to 6 a. m. and is 
The Hilltop 
Late-night shuttle will replace campus police escorts. 
set up to take students from cam-
pus to their domis or any of 
Howrud's campuses. Students in 
need of a late transport should call 
(202) 806-1100. 
November 8, 2002 
Howard E-mail: Good, Bad, or All The Above? 
By Jodi Hurt 
Contributing Writer 
Whether it be Hotmail, 
Yahoo, or America Online (AOL) 
as your primary e-mail address 
Howard administrators want 
more students to make the 
switch to Howard's service. 
Due to the lack of usage last 
year the Office of the Provost 
sent out tri,ia questions to all 
students with Howard e-mail 
addresses with cash p1izes of up 
to $200 to the first student who 
responded. 
Provost A. Toy Caldwell 
advocates students using their e-
mail service and plans to repeat 
the contest ne:1.t semester. 
"I would encourage stu-
dents to use the Howard E-mail 
system just as often as they use 
their other e-mail accounts. This 
sen~ce provides up-to-date 
information and notices about 
important policy issues.• 
Specials Assistant to the 
Provost William Keene, who 
often sends bulk e-mails, says 
Howard e-mail has greatly 
increased student awareness of 
campus events. 
"Students who do not check 
tl1eir HU email run the risk of 
missing out on educational and 
other opportunities as well as 
m1ssmg official 'University 
announcements regarding, reg-
istration and financial aid. 
Students like senior legal 
comnmnications major Jamaal 
Bro"n agree th0 .t Howard e-mail 
is the best way to communicate. 
"It is the fastest way for stu-
dents, administration, and all 
faculty members to communi-
cate with a large nun1ber of peo-
ple all at once.• 
Howard e-mail is not only 
important for students, but fac-
ulty members like School of 
Communications professor 
Felicia Walker who use her 
Howard e-mail to communicate 
between departments and stu-
dents. 
" Howard e-mail is just easi-
er. I use it more when I am at 
work cause it's just convenient 
since you are e-mailing on cam-
pus the network docs not have 
tliat far to travel; 
But free scholarship infor-
mation, internship opportuni-
ties, campus bulletins and cash 
prizes still have not hooked stu-
dents on Howard e-mail. 
First encounters witli the 
SCJ'\~ce have discouraged many 
students like senior finance 
major Da,~d Knight who has not 
used the sel'\>ice since freshman 
year. 
Students often complain 
about experiencing seJ'\•er 
freezes, inability to log on, and 
storage constraints considerably 
smaller than Yahoo, Hotmail, or 
AOL. 
"Howard e-mail is so frus-
trating, if someone sends me a 
picture as an attachment I can't 
even open it I have to e-mail it to 
my hotmail account. 
"Why not take out the 'mid-
dle man,' and not use it?" he 
said. 
All Howard students were 
given e-mail addresses upon 
P21010 by Destiny Drake 
Many University students use personal e-mail accounts instead of the e-mail the University 
provides. 
arrival, which poses a safety 
issue to some students. 
"When you can find out any-
one's e-mail by just knowing 
their first name it doesn't make 
people feel safe," junior educa-
tion major Andrew Murphy said. 
"You can look up any stu-
dent or staff member and find 
out their information just with 
the click of a mouse, he said. 
Students experiencing prob-
lems with the service can get 
technical assistance at the help 
desk in the !SAS Center on 
Bryant Street. 
Students without an address 
can register and get a login by 
also going to the ISAS helpdesk. 
To increase awareness and 
introduce more students to cur-
rent campus technology the 
Office of the Provost will host a 
student roundtable discussion 
on November19 at 12 pm in the 
Hilltop Lounge of the Blackburn 
Center. 
Haitian Student Association Hosts First Event 
History and Culture Symposium.A Success 
By Shari James 
Contributing Writer 
Witli its first event, the 
Haitian Student Association tried 
to dispel myths and rumors 
about Haitian history at a recent 
history and culture symposium. 
' 
/ 
November 8, 2002 
In an almost full Blackbum 
Ballroom Monday, the HSA gar-
nered support from its members, 
and others who came to learn 
more about tlle country or share 
experiences and information. Art 
and craftwork weref displayed 
along with Haitian flags on tee 
shirts and bandanas. 
Programs Committee Chair 
Christina Pardo said she wanted 
the first event to be on Haitian 
History and Culture. 
"We [the HAS] feel that 
Howard has many mi.sooncep-
tions about Haiti and that many 
mro,r-½~R1'im'!Fl'ciW~ 
S"liifn,a1!l'Ts F'W!PJ!).~ 
GETrl/\JG -~E:,IR 'iiY/-rlmJ ~ 39 
~rhl.E ¼IR F'OROE 1s'iJWR1Jft.,€!JcJl!I -
/. 
~PC.\C-B>M 
~~ ... ..::i~~~3 
are not aware of the impact ofour 
history; Pardo said. 
President of HSA Othniel 
Alphonse said he wants HSA to 
be known on all campuses, not 
just Howard. 
• It is our responsibility ~ 
Haitians to educate Howard and 
other places about Haitf," 
Alphonse said. "I want to make it 
kno"n that Haiti is apart of black 
history, and I also want to estab-
lish a link between Haiti and 
America.• 
The event featured a panel of 
guest speakers, an exhibition and 
a cultural dance performed by 
members of HSA. 
The symposium transposed 
into a lively discussion about his-
torical facts on Haiti and its 
establishments as a nation with 
culture and class. Guest speaker 
Seh~ Carrington, a professor in 
Howard's Caribbean Studies 
Department, spoke on the funda-
mental aspects of Haitian history, 
linking the Haitiru1 Revolution 
and the French Revolution and 
their later influence. 
"We should spend time high-
lighting the success of Haiti; the 
country lias offered a lot and still 
has a lot to offer." Carrington 
said. 
The Hilltop 
Phc>to courre-;y of the Ha,rian Studt- nr ,\ ,.;oci.1ltoo 
HSA members celebrate Haitaln culture and history with 
song and dance at symposium Monday 
symposium. 
Jean Michel from 
Echodhaiti.com, a website which 
pro,~dcs Haitian news with a 
D.C. focus, discussed the rela-
tionship between Voodoo and 
history. 
"Voodoo is the basis and ori-
gin of the culture," Michel said. 
"It is a religion like any other; it is 
nothing evil and has nothing to 
do with magic." 
Michel said that through 
Voodoo, the Haitian culture 
evolved, and that every Haitian in 
the world has a voodoo connec-
tion. 
Michel also spoke of rap-
ct9J MAYO CLINIC 
per/singer Wyclef Jean, who 
Michel believes has successfully 
connected music with his Haitian 
roots. 
Alphonse said the event was 
an owrall success and hopes to 
gain more support and recogni-
tion. 
"It was a great turnout and 
tile speakers were excellent,• 
Alphonse said. "I wanted the 
event to divulge a lot of irtfonna-
tion about Haiti and that's what it 
did. The organization can only 
grow because the base has been 
established." 
Nursing Emb:l~~ Adventure 
Mayo Clinic Nursing offers unparalleled opportunities for career 
mobility and growth. Al Mayo Clinic, you have the opportunity to J)lllCtiee 
your profession in a wo~ckenowned medical center with a reputation 
for high standards, where nursing practice Is closely Integrated with 
advanced education and research programs. Our hospitals are acute-
care, teaching facilities where quality nursing Is our tradition and mission. 
Mayo Clinic Nursing has received the Magnet Hosp/tat Recognition 
Status for Excellence In Nursing Service. Magnet Status Is the highest 
recognition awarded by the American Nurses Credentialing Center for 
excellence In nursing service and professional gro·Hth. To learn more 
about nursing opportunities for new grads, please visit our website at 
www.mayocllnlc.org 
Mayo Clinic 
Rochester, MN 
Phone: 800-562·7984 
Fax: 507-266-3168 
e-mail: careers@mayo.edu 
Refer to Job posting #02-39.UHU 
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~ife As A First Year 
Medical Student: 
Back Into the Grind 
By Tarik Barrett 
Like the legendary Hip-
Hop artist Rakim once said, 
"It's been a long time ... " 
(For those of you who may 
be wondering, I saw Brown 
Sugar, so old-school songs 
have been on my mind late-
ly.) 
I've had two more bio-
chemistry exams and a his-
tology (the study of animal 
and plant tissues) exam 
accompanied with a labora-
tory practical. So in stan-
dard English, I have been 
extremely busy and having 
fun is most of the time not 
an option for me. 
Now that Homecoming, 
the one-week event many 
feel is the ultimate social 
climax of the semester, has 
come and gone it is now 
back to my normal routine. 
In fact, the only activity I 
was able to attend was the 
Erykah Badu concert, since 
there was an exam the fol-
lowing Monday. 
Last weekend I went to 
New York with a group of 
my classmates. I really 
enjoyed myself because I 
was able to visit a few of my 
friends from Morehouse, as 
well as my Spelman Sister. 
(All freshmen at Morehouse 
and Spelman are paired 
with one another to help 
facilitate the transition from 
high school.) 
The biochemistry block 
(the new medical school 
curr iculum is organized into 
units called blocks) is com-
plete, and while concepts 
will continually be revisited, 
the intensive part is finally 
over! 
I just had the first 
microbiology exam. The 
material covered on the 
exam, includl'd nutrition 
(dietary compvnents, water-
soluble vitamins, fat-soluble 
vitamins, and minerals), as 
well as various topics relat-
ed to the microbiology of 
bacteria and their clinical 
relevance. 
Additionally the micro-
biology lab covered bacteri-
al growth. Finally, there 
were several clinical appli-
cations on nutrition and a 
discussion on alcoholism. 
We've started our 
Preceptorships (where we 
work with a local physician 
in a clinical setting). I 
requested, and received 
pediatric oncology. I was 
assigned Sohail Rana, a doc-
tor who works at the 
Howard University 
Hospital. 
Monday was my first 
day ever working in a clini-
cal setting. I saw two 
patients diagnosed with 
HIV (I was actually able to 
determine the diagnosis of 
one of the patients utilizing 
some of the information 
we've acqui red in class), a 
routine healthy child exami-
nation, and a patient with 
sickle cell anemia. Toward 
the end of my session, I was 
also able to spend some 
time in the emergency 
room. 
While the main objec-
tive of our prcccptorship is 
to ga in experience with 
patient interviews and his-
tory, I learned so much 
more. I tried to focus on my 
interactions with my pre-
ceptor, my colleagues, and 
most importantly the 
patients. 
In many ways, my expe-
rience was a wake-up call. 
Overall, 1 would say that my 
in itial clinical exposure was 
educational (from an aca-
demic perspective), inform-
at ive (from a career per-
spective), enlightening 
(from a real life perspec-
tive), and genera lly enjoy-
able (I can't wait until my 
next session). 
My comfort level has 
increased, in terms of accli-
mating myself to the med-
ical school lifestyle. Having 
an exam every two weeks 
has proven exceptionally 
grueling because I never 
seem to have any down time 
to relax and recoup. 
I find myself looking 
forward to Christmas break 
(we have two exams and a 
paper due the day before 
Thanksgiv ing, so I'rn not 
really looking fo rward to the 
break). At the same time, 
however, I find myself 
grateful each day for the 
blessing of being in medical 
school. 
Tarik Barrett, a first . 
year medical student, can 
be reached at 
TBMD2B@AOL.com 
www.tbehilltoponline.com 
www.thehilltoponline.com 
www.thehilltoponline.com 
www.thehilltoponlinc.com 
www.thehiUtoponJine.com 
ww\v.tbeltllltoponline.com 
www.tJ1ehilltoponline.com 
A Closer Look At Asthma 
By Kaylan Reid 
Contributing Writer 
Each year, asthma affects 
millions of Americans. 
Asthma is a disease in which 
the bronchial airways become 
blocked, restricting airflow. 
"The difficulty is not getting 
air into the lungs; it's getting air 
out," said Elena Reece, a doctor 
and allergist at the Howard 
University Hospital. 
Studies by the Asthma and 
Allergy Foundation of America 
(AAFA) have shown that asthma 
tends to affect the lives of 
minorities more than whites. 
Blacks are three times as likely as 
whites to be hospitalized or die 
from the disease. 
Symptoms of the disease 
usually occur when an asthmatic 
person comes in contact with, 
cold air, smoke or allergens such 
as pollen, dust mites, animal 
dander, and cockroach debris. 
All of these triggers can 
cause an asthma episode, or 
what is more commonly called 
an "asthma attack.• 
lhls causes the bronchial 
passages to become inflamed, 
while the muscles on the outside 
of the airways tighten, causing 
them to narrow. 
Mucus enters these air pas-
sages, causing them to swell. The 
breathing passages are narrowed 
even more, making breathing 
extremely difficult. 
Porteria Fennell, a sopho-
more marketing major, suffers 
from asthma. Just this past 
summer she had an asthma 
attack. 
"I'm allergic to grass," 
Fennell said. "I was in a field in 
D.C. I had an allergic reaction 
and broke out in hives and tl1ey 
got up [to my chest and neck 
area]. I had an attack and passed 
out." , 
Though it is not known why 
some people develop asthma 
and others do not, doctors 
researching the condition find 
that certain traits rnake it more 
likely that a person will develop 
asthma. 
Heredity is one trait. To 
some extent, asthma appears to 
be genetic. People whose parents 
and siblings have had asthma are 
more likely to develop asthma 
themselves. 
Children who grow up in a 
household with someone who 
smokes become victims of "sec-
ondhand" smoke and thus 
according to the AAF A, second-
hand smoke may cause up to 
26,000 new cases of asthma 
annually. 
Many asthmatics feel frus-
trated by the disease. "Not being 
able to breathe while all this air is 
around you and your lungs are 
collapsing is a terrible feeling," 
said sophomore history major 
Darnell Keys. 
Asthma does not have to put 
major limits on a person's life. 
There are many things that one 
can do to minimize asthma's 
impact on one's activities. 
Since each asthma case is 
different, treatment must be tai- · 
lored for each person. One gen-
eral rule is removing things in 
the environment that a person 
knows makes his/her asthma 
worse. Asthma medications are 
also avaifoble. They may either 
A young asthmatic needs 
assistance In breathing. 
be inhaled or taken in capsule 
fonn. 
"When I have an asthma 
attack, I use a nebulizer, and it's 
an actual machine that pumps 
out a vapor substance; said Ian 
Riley, a sophomore music educa-
tion major. 
Inhalers, whicl1 contain 
anti-inflammatory medicines, 
have remained the primary 
treatment for asthmatics. Oral 
drugs are used more often for 
children who may not know how 
to properly administer an 
inhaler at the onset of an 
episode. 
Whichever method a person 
decides to use, patient education 
and frequent medical follow-ups 
to a doctor are important. 
For more information on 
Asthma contact the Asthma and 
Allergy Foundation of America 
at 202-466-8940 or visit there 
website at: www.aafa.org. 
·1TNISSS 
Department of Physical 
Therapy Conducts Health 
Fair at Homeless Shelter 
By Reynolette Ettienne 
Contributing Writer 
where she could seek further 
care. 
"Recently I had been 
Saturday two organiza- having some problems and 
tions set ou t to ensure after Paul did the flexibility 
homeless had access to food, test with me, he did confirm 
shelter, clothing and med- that there was a slight prob-
ical care. lem with my flexibility," 
The Community for Robinson said. "I don't have 
Creative Nonviolence, a a personal physician, and I 
homeless shelter in don't have the money to see 
Washington, D.C., and one so this was a great 
Howard University's opportunity for me." 
Department of Physical Paulc.tte Cuffie, also a 
Therapy participated in a D.C. native and a resident at 
health fair under the guide Creative Nonviolence said , 
of Stanley Wi lson, depart- "I am so happy that Howard 
ment chairman. students took the time to 
According to Donald help us help ourselves. That 
Page, the contact person at is indeed a blessing." 
Creative Nonviolence, Wilson said one of the 
around 1,400 people use the important aspects of the day 
organization. was student participat ion. 
At the fair a past medical Twenty-one physical therapy 
history was taken from par- graduate students volun-
ticipants and blood pres- teered to assist in the fair at 
sure, he ight, and weight Creative Nonviolence. 
were measured. Ronni Sholes, a first year 
Any abnormalities were graduate student was pres-
noted and the participants ent at the fair. 
were informed of where they "It is important that our 
could seek care to remedy students get involved in pro 
whatever problem they may bono services, serving both 
have had. the underserved and under-
In addition to a flexibili- insured," Wilson said. 
ty and posture test, "aul "Physical therapy has always 
Heath, another physical been a giving profession, 
therapy student volunteer, and we saw the need for our 
demonstrated a series of students to give back and to 
stretching and flexibility also have an opportunity to 
poses. practice what they've 
Glynis Robinson, a learned during their lee-
District native and a resi- tu res." 
dent at Creative • Anytime we get a 
Nonviolence, has been chance to practice what we 
homeless for approximately learned in theory, it's a good 
fou r years . Robinson said opportunity for us as stu-
she recently had problems dents," Sholes said. "We 
running for the bus and were just learning about 
expressed her gratitude to conducting patient inter-
Heath for suggesting places views this past week, and the 
• 
importance of listening, and 
now I have the opportunity 
to put the skills that I've 
learned into practice. I 
wouldn't mind doing th is in 
the future." 
Wilson said he hopes to 
establish relationships with 
other homeless shelters so 
that students can have the 
much-needed opportunity to 
practice the theoretical skills 
that they obtain. Wilson also 
said that he plans to create a 
liaison with other depart-
ments in the School of Allied 
Health Sciences so that stu-
dents can get equal opportu-
nities to participate in activ-
ities . 
Natalie Mahara, a fresh-
man phys ical therapy major 
said she felt the health fair 
was a great idea. 
"We are giving back to 
the community and getting 
the opportunity to practice," 
Mahara said. "If they have 
something like this again I 
will be more than happy to 
volunteer again." 
Page said volunteers are 
needed for the Creative 
Nonviolence's remedial 
reading program. 
"We have people who are 
preparing to take the GED 
who need assistance and 
those who just desire to 
know how to read. We also 
have a computer lab, and we 
need people who are com-
puter literate to assist us in 
the \ab," Page said. 
For more information 
contact Creative 
Nonviolence at (202)393-
1909. 
Pain Killers May be Detrimental to 
Women's Health Researchers Say 
By Erica Williams 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
Most of us suffer from 
headaches, backaches, or 
other types of pain at some 
point in our lives and some-
times turn to medications 
such as Tylenol or 
Ibuprofen. These 
painkillers, however may 
have a detrimental affect on 
our bodies in the future. 
New research sug-
gests that young and middle-
aged women who take 
painkillers such as Advil, 
Motrin, and Tylenol may be 
setting themselves up for 
high blood pressure if they 
are not currently suffering 
from hypertension. The age 
of the woman is not a major 
factor in this side- effect. 
There are three main 
types of over-the-counter 
pa inkillers. These are 
aspirin, acetaminophen, and 
nonsteroidal anti-inflamma-
tory drugs. Researchers have 
linked these painkillers to 
high blood pressure. 
However, studies have only 
been done on women who 
already suffered from hyper-
tension. The pain- killers 
seem to have had a tremen-
dous affect on their blood-
pressure, causing it to rise 
higher. 
A study done in the 
Archives of Internal 
Medicine, involved 80,020 
women aged 31 to 50 who 
participated in a nurses' 
health study and had not 
been diagnosed with high 
blood pressure at the outset. 
They were asked in 1995 
about their use of 
painkillers; information 
about high blood pressure 
was obtained from a survey 
two years later. During those 
two years, 1,650 participants 
developed high blood pres-
sure. Women who reported 
taking acetaminophen 22 
days a mouth or more were 
twice as likely to develop 
hypertens ion as women who 
did not use the drug. Those 
who used nonsteroidal anti-
inflammatory medicines that 
often - mostly ibuprofen -
were 86 percent more likely 
to develop hypertension 
than nonusers. Aspirin use 
did not appear to be associ-
ated with an increased risk. 
However, many researches 
believe it can be associated 
in the increase of some 
women's blood pressure. 
Because the research is 
fairly new, some doctors arc 
not sure about the results 
and don't want to jump to 
conclusions. Maleen 
Oldridge, a doctor at 
Georgetown University 
Hospital says she has not 
seen an increase of blood 
pressure in her patients and 
chooses to make no further 
comments about it until 
more research is being con-
See PAIN page AS 
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Testicular Cancer Not Just 
A Problem for the Old 
By Simone Scudder 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
T be most common cancer to affect young men ages 
15-35 is testicular cancer, 
or cancer of the testicles. 
This is largely due to the 
fact that testicular cancer 
is more common in men 
who have a history of 
being born· with an unde-
scended testicle, which is 
referred to as cryp-
torchidism. 
Cryptorcbidism is a 
condition that affects 
about one third of prema-
ture males, according to 
Marc Clark, lecturer in the 
Dept. of Health, Human 
Performance, and Leisure 
Studies. 
Clark claimed that tes-
ticular cancer is more 
common in young men 
b ecause it can occur due to 
a condition that exists 
from birth, whereas other 
cancers occur later in li fe. 
is the most common risk 
factor of testicula r cancer. 
Even if surgery i~ per-
formed to place the testicle 
in the scrotum, the 
chances of getting testicu-
lar cancer is s till 10-40 
times higher thau the aver-
age male. 
Though testicular 
cancer is the most com-
mon of cancers found in 
young men, it is actually a 
rare cancer. Only about 
7,500 new cases have 
appeared this year. 
This rate is higher than 
in previous years, and 
Clark speculates that this 
may be due in part to tech-
nological advancements . 
He explained that more 
premature babies are 
being saved, therefore 
there are more cases of 
cryptorchidism, which as 
stated before is the leading 
risk factor in getting tes-
ticular cancer. 
Unlike many other 
cancers, testicular cancer 
does not have any risk fac-
tors that are voluntarily 
induced by individuals' 
h abits. 
chemotherapeutic treat-
ments and excessive expo-
s ure to rad iation may also 
cause grea ter risks of tes-
ticular cancer. 
Studies have sh own 
that African-American 
men are four times less 
likely to have testicular 
can cer than Caucasian 
men. 
In fact, Caucasian men 
are more likely to have tes-
ticular cancer tha n 
Hispanic and Asian men as 
well. 
The most common 
signs of testicular can cer 
are the presence of a pain-
less lump in the testicle 
and a h eaviness sensation 
in the lower back and scro-
tum. In the early stages, 
however, many men have 
no symptoms at all. 
There are different 
types of testicular cancers 
that may causi: a higher 
than usual production of 
the HCG hormone or the 
estrogen (female) h or-
mone that both cause 
breast development and 
altered libido. If the cancer 
is not detected in the early 
stage, it can spread to the 
lungs, which can cause 
coughs, chest pain, and 
shortness of breath. 
There are four 
Cryptorcbidism occurs 
during the actual pregnan-
cy. The testicles are 
formed toward the back of 
the abdominal cavity, then 
descend into the scrotum 
(the sack that holds, and is 
responsible for the heating 
and cooling of the testi-
cles) by birth. 
Sometimes this process 
is interrupted, and a testi-
cle may remain positioned 
either in the abdomen, or 
in close proximity to the 
scrotum. Cryptorchidism 
There have been .stud-
ies done on the r isk factor 
of a vasectomy procedure 
(the operation to cut or tic 
the tubes tha t carry sperm 
out of the testicles) nega-
tively affecting the chances 
of getting testicular can-
cer , but no actual p roof 
has been made. Chiledum 
A. Ahaghotu, M.O., FACS, 
assistant professor of 
Urology, stated that 
stages of testicular cancer. 
The first s tage is the can-
cer is only found in the tes-
ticle. The second stage, the 
caocer is found in the 
From PAIN page A4 
ducted. She also states that 
further research is definitely 
needed before alarming her 
patients of the risk. 
However Norman Koval, 
a doctor who is the Clinical 
Director of Medicine at 
Georgetown University says 
the research done so far 
should be transferred to 
every patient to protect their 
health. 
If this research is 
proven 100 percent accurate, 
ota 
See CANCER page A10 
many women will be affect-
ed. Painkillers are used by 
over half of the female popu-
lation in the United States,• 
says Oldridge. 
Sophomore psychology 
major, Danelle Mason says 
she uses painki llers when 
needed and that she would 
be really affected if this 
research is true. Sophomore 
economics major, Dea 
Thomas says she hopes this 
research is not true because 
she to would be affected. 
An enormous 
amount of research has been 
-conducted and is still being 
conducted perta ining to this 
matter. Until there is more 
information, women who 
take painkillers should con-
sider all the possible risks. 
Instead of heavily consuming 
painkillers, there should 
only be a moderate use. 
Painkillers should not be 
diminished from our lives, 
because wnen used appropri-
ately they serve a very 
important function. 
ours to spare? 
Become a Copy Editor for 
The Hilltop. 
Come see Allison at our 
Budget Meeting on 
Tuesday @ 7 PM in the 
West Towers. 
ITNESS 
Myths of Gays Debunked 
By Michael Ksenyak 
The BG News (Bowling Green 
State U.) 
(U-WIRE) BOWLING 
GREEN, Ohio - A guest gpeakcr 
talked to a full classroom Tuesday 
night about four arguments as to 
why homosexuality is morally 
wrong, and then discredited 
them. 
The four main arguments 
speaker John Corvino usually 
hears are that homosexuality vio-
lates biblical teaching, it is not 
universaliz.able, it is hamuul and 
is unnatural. Corvino is an assis-
tant professor of philosophy at 
Wayne State University. 
"I am imagining an activity 
taking place between two oon-
senting adults, that is not harmful 
to society and ends in great pleas-
ure and fulfillment," Corvino 
said. ,.This sounds great to a lot of 
people, especially when I tell 
them it is a sexual activity. When 
people find out this activity 
involves two men or two women, 
it becomes an abomination," 
Corvino said. 
Cor.fuo asked the audience 
to think about all of the activities 
involved in heterosexuality, like 
cooking romantic meals, holding 
hands or waiting outside of some-
one's office because of a "crush." 
Coivino discussed the popu• 
lar opinion of how homosexuals 
are viewed in society. 
"Homosex-uals have sex," 
Coivino said, of the public's inter-
pretation. 
"Heterosci..'Ual people have a 
life. Homosexual people ha~e a 
lifestyle ... an agenda," he said. 
The first argument that 
Corvino addressed was that 
homosexuality violates biblical 
teaching. He referred to the book 
of Leviticus in the Bible to make 
points for his argument. 
"As you look to the Bible you 
find passages that condemn 
homosexuality," he said. 'The 
book of Leviticus says a man 
should not lie with another man 
because it's an abomination 
against God" 
Symbols Courtesy of o rn:nsm:1ccs.c:om 
A guest speaker at Bowling 
Green State University gave 
four arguments as to why 
the stereotypes of homosex-
uality are untrue. {Above) 
ality. 
"How do people explain the 
issue of slavery?" he asked 
"I am not saying the Bible 
might be wrong," Corvino said 
"I'm saying the Bible might be 
talking about sometlling different 
than what I'm talking about" 
The type of homose.xual 
activity that the Bible refers to is 
pederasty, where older men 
would have sex with young boys, 
like in Greece and Rome. It also 
refers to idolaoy and ritualistic 
practices that took place. 
"People say the Bible is 
infallible and doesn't make mis-
takes," he said. 
Acoording to Corvino, 
another mistake is the issue of 
universalizability. He said not 
everyone can be homosexual 
and not everyone can be hetero-
sexual, and that heterosexual 
relationships do· not work for 
everybody. 
'We would have a lot less 
problems (in society) if we real· 
ized that heterose.xual maniage 
isn't for everybody," he said. 
''We need to stop pressuring 
people into these roles." 
The symbol for gay men and ,------------, 
the symbol for homosexual 
women (left}. 
"Leviticus also says you 
should not touch the carcass of a 
dead pig. Can anybody e.'XJ)lain 
football?" he asked with a smile. 
Coivino said the Bible also 
condones slavery, but that 
nobody reads those passages lit-
erally as they do with homose.w-
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When Scholastic Stress Turns Into Violence 
Failed Mid-term Exam Reason for University of Arizona Killing Spree 
By Nell Bradley 
Contributing Writer 
Drinking coffee to stay up 
two extra hours to take a test 
that will last 10 minutes, 
enduring the taste of cheap 
Ramen Noodles because funds 
are low and dealing with fellow 
peers in extra curricular activi-
ties who fail to respect anyone's 
time but their own are all fac-
tors tl1at will lead up to being 
stressed out in college. 
Stress can occur· through 
many situations and now that 
midterms and finals are 
approaching, stress is definitely 
in season. 
There is no correct way to 
deal with certain stress issues. 
An extreme case happened on 
October 28 at the University of 
Arizona where the results left 
four people dead. 
Robert Flores, a 41-year old 
failing nursing student known 
to have issues with his mar-
r iage, and financial status • 
went to see three faculty mem-
bers with a loaded gun pre-
pared to kill. 
Students flooded out the 
building, as he entered an 
office and two classrooms mur-
dering Robin Rogers, Barb 
Monroe, and Cheryl Mc Gaffic. 
After Flores killed three 
professors, he then turned the 
gun on himself. 
There are signs to be aware 
of that someone's stress might 
turn into danger. 
These signs can be related 
to symptoms of anxiety and 
depression. Notice behavior 
patterns, such as someone 
being consumed with feelings 
of anger or anxiousness. Also, 
notice signs of an inability to 
enjoy ritual activities. 
In addition, people that are 
on the verge of an emotional 
breakdown are also worried 
Did lou Know: 
about time. When there is a sit-
uation in which someone is 
talking about doing harm to 
another person, do not take the 
situation lightly. Many times 
A handgun was used by a 
University of Arizona stu-
dent to kill three of his 
teachers in their offices. The 
student was reportedly 
stressed about a failed mid-
term examination. 
people want the added atten-
tion, so they will let someone 
else know what they're plan-
ning. 
"Talk to one anotl1er," said 
Peter Likins, president of the 
University of Arizona, said in a 
statement to students after the 
shooting. 
"It is important for people 
to talk to one another about the 
things that are going on in their 
lives. Open up and talk; don"t 
isolate yourself, and we will 
help each other get through 
tltis together," Likins said. 
There are ways to prevent 
such drastic meas ures when 
dealing with stress. 
Psychology intern, Afshin 
Nili, suggests that students 
should be aware of their limita-
tions, a big step to accomplish 
because students will often 
come to college and become 
overwhelmed by different 
activities that they feel they 
have to join. 
"Know your limits be real-
istic about what you can and 
can not do. Do not try to prove 
anything to anyone," said Nili 
"If you are failing, talk to 
the teacher because things can 
always be worked out," said 
Horecce St. Cyr, sophomore 
public relations major. 
Just because you are failing 
does not mean you can commit 
harm to the teacher", said St. 
Cyr. 
During the mid-term and 
during finals, grades are on a 
lot of students' minds. 
Planning can be key to the pre-
vention of failing. 
Experts also suggest that 
students plan allead in order to 
take out time to sleep, exercise, 
and study througb some type of 
time management schedule. 
Sleep and exercise are very 
essential because it relieves the 
body's the stress and allows the 
mind to rest. 
In any case, the student 
counseling center is an avail-
able place for students to seek 
professional help through 
tutors or academic advisors if 
any problems cannot be 
resolved. 
"Put things in perspec-
tive ... one test might not predict 
your life,• said Nili 
If further assistance is 
needed the university has a 
counseling service that help 
students cope with many situa-
tions. It is located on Sixth and 
Bryant Streets NW, C.B. Powell 
Building. 
Students can come in by a 
scheduled appointment or on a 
walk-in basis. For immediate 
assistance there is a crisis line, 
202-345-6499 or 202-345-
6709. But, for additional infor-
mation, the Howard University 
Counseling Service can be 
reached at 202-806-6870. 
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Coast to Coast: What's Going on Across the U.S. 
U.S. Suspects Smallpox 
in Four Nations 
WASHINGTON - U.S. 
intelligence believes four 
nations other than tbe United 
States - Iraq, North Korea, 
Russia and France - probably 
possess hidden supplies of the 
smallpox vims, a U.S. official 
said. 
The al Qaeda is also 
believea to have sought sam-
ples of smallpox for use as 
weapons, but U.S. officials 
don't believe the terror network 
is capable of mounting an 
attack with smallpox. 
A6 
• 
No Nudity in 
Controvers ial Video Game 
LOS ANGELES • Acclaim 
Entertainment Inc. on Monday 
said it will release a cleaned-up 
version of its controversial 
video game "BMX XXX," edit-
ing out nudity that had prompt-
ed a boycott by major retailers. 
Glen Cove, N.Y., based 
Acclaim said the new version of 
Sony Corporation's leading 
PlayStation 2 game \\~II be 
released Nov. 15. 
In the edited version of the 
game, players will be unable to 
create topless female characters 
for the stunt-bike sequences, 
Acclaim spokesman Alan Lewis 
told Reuters. 
"BMX XXX" has incited 
controversy because of its con• 
tent, which includes strippers, 
pimps and coarse language and 
features the tagline "Keep It 
Dirty." 
opponent. Sweet-Mcl(jnnon 
bad argued that it was time for 
a change. 
Repoublicans take over 
Congress 
WASHINGTON - The GOP 
Man Defeats Wife in took control over both the 
Kansas Election House and the Senate due to 
votes cast in Tuesday's elec-
HUTCHISON, Kan. - tions around the nation. 
County Judge Steve Becker, a The GOP regained control 
Republican, defeated his wife of the Senate by winning two 
Sarah Sweet-McKinnon, a more seats than the Democratic 
Democrat who works as a pub- Party in the senate and around 
lie defender in Wichita for the 20 more than the Democrats in 
position of county judge. the House. 
It was the first time in two 
decades that Becker faced an Ryder fo und guilty, 
The Hilltop 
won't do time 
BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. -
Actress Winona Ryder was con-
victed Wednesday of stealing 
$5,500 worth of high-fashion 
merchandise from Saks Fifth 
Avenue last year, but a prosecu-
tor said she would not seek to 
put the actress behind bars. 
Arizona death tied to 
Muhammad 
TUCSON, Ariz. - A March 
shooting of a golfer in Tucson is 
the 21st in which John alien 
Muhammd and John Lee 
Malvo have either been charged 
or investigated. 
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The Final Installment 
Famine Swiftly Coming in Zimbabwe 
Starvation in Africa: A Country by Country World Series 
By Amber Mobley 
Nation & World Editor 
In the technical sense, 
starvation has not yet hit the 
southern African country of 
Zimbabwe. But members of 
the Zimbabwe Red Cross 
homecare team are very aware 
that the swoUen bellies are an 
indication of what's to come. 
Thejr task is a large one. 
They provide care, counseling, 
food and health education to 
over 100,000 people affected 
by the AlDS epidemic and the 
coming famine. 
Zimbabwe is facing a 
major famine that will affect 
half of the country's popula-
tion. 
"In media terms, I don't 
see this as being another 
Ethiopia," said Karene Jones, 
a media student at Prairie 
Back to 
Africa: 
News from the 
Motherland and 
Other Countries 
Sniper Suspect Facing 
International Charges 
ST. JOHNS, ANTIGUA • 
The Antiguan government is 
to investigate charges that the 
man held for the Washington 
sniper attacks, had been 
involved in a passport and 
smuggling racket on the 
island 
Refugees Occupy 
Embas~ in Colombia 
BOGOTA, Colombia 
About 30 Colombian war 
refugees took over the Costa 
Rican Embassy in Bogota on 
Tuesday, poUce said. 
No hostages were seized 
by the refugees, who made a 
series of demands of President 
Alvaro Uribe, police said. 
Officials did not detail the 
demands. 
Colombian authorities did 
not enter the embassy, which 
is legally Costa Rican territo-
ry. 
Colombia's 38-year civil 
war prompts hundreds of 
thousands of people to flee 
their homes every year. 
Human rights groups esti-
mate that 2 million people are 
currently displaced. 
Swaziland Woman 
Postpones Maniage Suit 
MBABANE, Swaziland • 
A woman who sued 
Swaziland's monarchy to pre- • 
vent the king from marrying 
her daughter postponed her 
lawsuit indefinitely Tuesday, 
saying she doubted she had 
any chance of winning. 
Lindiwe Olamini had 
asked the court to force the 
royal family to release her 18-
year-old daughter from a 
royal guesthouse. The young 
woman and two other women 
were picked by King Mswati 
Ill's aides in September after 
the king decided they would 
be his 10th, 11th and 12th 
wives. 
The unprecedented case 
has pitted the tiny southern 
African nation's traditional 
royalty against the court sys-
tem. 
November 8, 2002 
will die quietly," she said. 
Zimbabwe is now in its 
third year of drought. The 
country has very few food 
stocks left, and very little 
money with which to buy any. 
Just over sLx million of the 
country's 13 million popula-
tion needed food before 
September. 
Forty-two percent of those 
who are able to earn, or work 
the land, are crippled with HIV 
orAlOS. 
side. 
At the moment, the 
Zimbabwe Red Cross esti• 
mates that it will need about 15 
million Zimbabwean dollars 
(about $270,000) every month 
to distribute enough food and 
medicine. At the moment they 
only have one million 
Zimbabwean dollars (about 
$18,000) every three months. 
"We can make a differ-
ence," said British Red Cross 
worker Cath,erine Mahoney. 
any political judgments about 
the country in which they hap-
pen to live, see the disaster for 
what it is, and do something 
before it is too late." 
Only 5 percent of the food 
needed to keep the country's 
population alive - both eco-
nomically and physically • has 
arrived. 
Pho10 courtesy or :1fric:1rc.org, 
The darkened shape in the 
southern part of this map 
of Africa is Zimbabwe. The 
country is on the verge of 
famine. 
In addition to having no 
food and weakened health, the 
country's food prices have 
risen by between 400 and 
1,000 percent in the past few 
months. This means buying 
food is not an option for most 
people. 
Photo COIJrltS)' of BBC.com 
"We can give to Zimbabwe 
Red Cross, one of the only 
impartial, indigenous agencies 
working right across the coun-
try, safe in the knowledge that 
it gets to the most needy," 
Mahoney said. 
Check these websites 
for i11for111atio11 011 how 
to do11ate time, money 
a11d/or services to those 
starvi11g i11 Africa 
ViewA&M. 
"We won't be able to turn 
our heads away from images of 
people lining up at feeding 
centers. People in Zimbabwe 
Farms still in production 
can only feed their workers, 
and have no more to sell out-
These young boys wait in 
line for hunger aid in 
Zimbabwe. What little aid 
that citizens have received, 
has not been enough. "They are relying on the 
rest of the world's humanity," 
Mahoney said of Zimbabwe's 
situation. "We must put aside 
wtvw.warn1blanJcets,'org 
www.usaid.gov 
www.ifrc.01-g 
Analysis: 
Fla.Cubans, GOP Disagree on Cuba 'Irade Embargo 
By Kristen ;Howard 
Contributing Writer 
February 3, 1961 marked the 
beginning of an embargo upon trade 
between the United States and Cuba. 
Pre$ident John F. Kennedy stated 
that on humanitarian grounds, 
exports of certain foodstuffs, medi-
cines, and medical supplies from the 
United States to Cuba would be 
accepted from the embargo. 
Nevertheless, the United States has, 
for more than 40 years, upheld one of 
the most striog~lilt"trade embargos in 
history againsd':uba. 
Over the years, the embargo has 
changed form as new legislation 
occurred. 
Now, with Cuba's failing economy 
and Castro's small but clear attempts 
to reach out to the United States, 
President Bush will likely review leg-
islation that revisits the issue of the 
Cuban Trade Embargo. 
The original idea of the embargo 
was to reduce the capacity of the 
Castro regime. 
With the support of the USSR, the 
Cuban government rallied and sur-
vived for many years under the 
embargo. But, with the breaking up of 
the Soviet Union, Cuba lost most of its 
economic suppori. 
Now, Cuba is faced with failure on 
every side. 
The sugar industry has closed 
over half of its factories. 
Cuban oil supply from Venezuela 
has been cut to less than 50 percent. 
The price of nickel, Cuba's only 
exported metal, has fallen and after 
Sept. 11, tourism, which is considered 
Cuba's primary industry, took an 
unforeseeable blow. 
The United States has not turned 
a deaf ear and in 2000 allowed the 
sale of wheat to Cuba. 
Buying more than $10 million of 
wheat may seem positive for the 
Cubans but, countries that once sup-
ported Cuba, like Venezuela and 
Russia, are now calling in their debts. 
The suffering Cuban economy has 
no way of repaying these debts and 
has a continued need for resources 
that drive them deeper into a hole. 
President Bush is faced with two 
very different faces of Cuba. Many 
older Cubans, especially those located 
in southern Florida, a key state of the 
2000 presidential election, hold seri-
The Hilltop 
ous voting power and strong feelings 
about the situation. 
For the most part, they oppose the 
lifting of the embargo. 
They feel that dealing with Castro 
on any level is a nod of affirmation to 
Castro's form of government • com• 
munism. 
These cries have not gone 
unheard but, on the other side the 
younger generation of Cubans, both 
those in Cuba and America, who are 
children of the late sos revolution, 
see the embargo as the monkey on 
their back. 
They argue that the e)llbargo has 
in fact promoted the less than human-
itarian acts of Castro by rendering the 
citizens economically powerless. 
Former President Jimmy Carter has 
joined with them in this cry for the 
United States to lift the embargo. 
Castro took unprecedented steps 
towards appeasing the United States 
by allowing Carter to speak on human 
rights in Cuba. Without American 
dollars to spend, sent by family and 
friends in the United States, the aver-
age Cuban has no real economic 
power. 
There is no obvious path for Bush 
to take. 
Some experts say that lifting the 
embargo will bring a flow a cash and 
westernization to the island that will 
lead to political unrest and the oust-
ing of Castro. 
But, others believe that by keep-
ing the embargo in place -especially 
with the breaking up of the USSR • 
the Cuban government will become so 
weak and deteriorated that Castro's 
reign will have to end. 
Other foreign countries - namely 
Canada and western European coun• 
tries - are making millions each year 
through tourism and real estate in 
Cuba. Bush's own Republican Party 
has joined the discourse over the 
embargo, saying that it has served its 
purpose. 
Republicans arc ready for the 
United States to claim its stake in the 
bounty of commerce that is poss ible 
in Cuba. 
Bush has remained semi-s ilent on 
the issue, yet once the new Congress 
is in session - depending on which 
party takes control - Bush will have 
to make a decision. 
Seats five, has 53 cubic 
feet of cargo space, and 
is available with 180 hp 
and a 6-spee~ manual 
shift. Even evolution 
can't fully explain it. 
O'lOO'l TOYOTA MOTOR SAi.ES, U.S.A., INC. BUCKLE UP! 
DO IT FOR THOSE \'/HO LOVE YOU. 'MSRP INClUOES 
DEUVERY, PROCESSl~G ANO HANDllNG FEE. EXCLUDES TAX, 
mtE. llCENSE, OPTIONS ANO REGIONAllY AEOUIAEO 
EQUIPMENT. ACTUAL DEALER PRICE MAY VARY. 
A7 
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Newly elected Maryland Gov. Robert Ehrlich defeated 
Democratic candidate Kathleen Kennedy Townsend on 
Tuesday. 
Ehrlich First 
Md. GOP Gov. 
Since 1966 
By lim Donnelly 
The Diamondback (U. 
Maryland) 
(U-WIRE) BALTIMORE, 
Md. • Republican •Robert 
Ehrlich soundly defeated 
Kathleen Kennedy Townsend 
Tuesday night, becoming the 
Maryland's first Republican gov-
ernor since 1966 and setting the 
stage for a budget-cutting bout 
with the heavily Democratic 
General Assembly. 
Ehrlich's victory also ush-
ered in the state's first elected 
black executive, Lieutenant 
Governor-elect Michael Steele. 
Ehrlich's campaign was 
able to eourt enough cross-over 
votes - in a state that Democrat 
Al Gore won by IS points in the 
2000 presidential election - to 
defeat Townsend, who served 
eight years as lieutenant gover-
nor. 
''To Republicans," Ehrlich 
said, "our time in the desert is 
over. 
''Tonight is about high-
fives and history," Ehrlich said in 
his victory speech while holding 
his 4-year-old son Drew. 
Turning to Drew, Ehrlich 
asked, "Where are we moving 
to?" 
"'Napis," Drew anS\vered. 
''Yes, Annapolis," his futher said. 
Ehrlich's supporters, 
including some Democrats, 
independents and Libertarians 
at the campaign celebration here 
Tuesday night, s.'lid they saw the 
U.S. congressman from 
Timonium as the state's best 
chance for a shift in political 
leadership in decades. 
"I've been a long-time sup-
porter of Bob Ehrlich; I've been 
following him since high school," 
said Matt Molz, 33, from 
Parkville. 
"Me and my buddies used to 
joke he'd be president. I've fol-
lowed him ever since. We're put• 
ting all our hope in him." 
The biggest challenge for the 
new governor, both Ehrlich and 
his supporters said Tuesday 
night, will be the $1.7 billion 
state deficit that surfaced as the 
campaign's key issue. Despite a 
budget-cutting plan criticized for 
lacking specifics, polls showed 
voters tmsted Ehrlich more than 
Townsend on economic issues. 
Ehrlich has touted his plans 
to resolve the deficit by legalizing 
gambling at three state race-
tracks and instilling fiscal disci-
pline in state agencies. He fre.. 
quently lambasted the spending 
of Townsend and Gov. Panis N. 
Glendening, and has promised 
to immediately sell the gover-
nor's yacht and airplane to raise 
funds. 
Making the Black Vote Count 
L-.._.....J_ __________ ~'."::...~=-~:::::;::::~!:::'.::=-~==~:::::::==-=~= 
As a voting block, African-
A,nericans typically do not exercise 
their voting power as strongly as 
whites or the Hispanic population. 
These people however are going 
against popular statistics and fought 
through the rainy conditions to cast 
their ballots Tuesday. 
(Top) Sporting a patriotic Anierican 
flag jacket Sandra S,nith shows her 
excite,nent after casting her vote. 
(Right) Another resident of the 
District casts her vote as polling 
assistants Jvatch on. 
A· 
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Duke Primate Center Initiates Unique Research 
By Jacqueline Foster 
The Chronicle (Duke U.) 
(U-WIRE) DURHAM, N.C. • 
To sec to the core of the 
human biology and behavior, 
one effectlve method is to 
study our closest living rcla• 
tives. 
That approach repre-
sents the philosophy behind 
the Duke University_ Primate 
Center's research efforts and 
an increasing number of sci-
entists developing their 
research there. 
The Primate Center 
houses the largest collection 
of endangered primates in 
the world, including the 
largest collection of prosimi-
ans - humans' furthest-
removed primate cousins. It 
gives researchers the rare 
opportunity to work with 
prosimians in a natural set-
ting and gives humans in 
general a wider perspective 
on our place in nature. 
"The Primate Center 
gives us a chance to look at 
parallel evolution between 
humans and prosimians, • 
said William Hylander, 
director of the center and 
professor of biology and bio-
logical anthropology and 
anatomy. "We can view 
prosimians as a starting 
point for the evolution of 
higher primates and an end-
point for what the earliest 
primates looked like.• 
Researchers from all over 
the world apply every year to 
come to the center, some-
limes just for the summer, to 
test their research hypothe-
ses, Hylander said. The 
Primate Center is especially 
important because in many 
cases it houses the only 
members of a particular 
species in captivity in the 
entire world. Since July 
2001, at least 42 new 
research protocols have 
become active at the center, 
he said. 
The new protocols are 
helping the center sat isfy one 
of the University's main pri-
orities for it; last year, the 
administration replaced the 
center's director and raised 
the possibility of closing the 
center if it did not increase 
its research. 
Ongoing research at 
the Primate Center includes 
studies of locomotion and 
chewing, hormones and 
behavior, digestion, anato-
my, the evolution of color 
vision, olfaction and learning 
- all fields that provide 
major insight into the behav-
iors and evolutionary pat-
terns of early humans. 
"The Primate Center 
provides me with another 
way to deve lop questions 
derived from field research/ 
said Diane Brockman, assis-
tant research professor of 
biological anthropology and 
anatomy. 
Brockman's research 
is typical of the kind of proj-
ects that are occurring at the 
center. When she came to 
Duke in 1995, she had been 
interested in pursuing issues 
involving reproductive com• 
petition in Verreaux's sifaka, 
a species of prosimian, and 
had done most of her 
research in Madagascar, the 
home _of most of the world's 
prosimians. 
After studying the 
Coquerel's sifaka, a sub-
species of Verreaux's sifaka, 
at the Primate Center and 
finding out that adult 
females reproductively sup-
press their daughters, 
Brockman expanded her 
research efforts to try to 
determine whether 
Coquerel's sifaka is the only 
subspecies of sifaka that 
exhibits this type of behav-
ior. Since the Primate Center 
houses a diversity of species, 
rt)scarchers can test the 
behavior of one species or 
subspecies against the 
behavior of another. 
Another type of 
research that Brockman is 
now considering is the study 
of the DHEAS hormone, 
which is a biomarker of aging 
in many mammals including 
humans. 
. "In humans the levels 
of DHEAS decrease with age, 
while in sifaka there are no 
age-related changes," said 
Brockman. Research has 
shown that in humans, 
DHEAS levels are also 
depressed in a number of 
diseasl' states including 
lupus. AIDS, cancer, diabetes 
and cardiovascular disease. 
The Hilltop needs a Metro Editor and a Campus Editor. Also-- Writers, if you miss 
the budget meetings on Tuesday, don't hesitate to pick up a story on Sunday or 
Wednesday evening for a quick turn around and quick cash! 
Only those willing to work immediately need come. 
West Tolvers, P-Level. 
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Slavery's Effects Lasted Only 1\vo Generations Studies Say 
By Lance Kramer 
The Dartmouth (Dartmouth 
College) 
(U·WIRE) HANOVER, N.H. 
Eeonomic disparities 
between the descendants of for-
mer slaves and free blacks large-
ly disappeared within just two 
generations following emancipa-
tion, aceording to a study by 
Dartmouth College eeonomist 
Bruce Sacerdote that may lend 
ammunition to opponents of 
slavery reparations. 
''There's nothing positive 
you can say about slavery," 
Sacerdote said. "But what the 
study shows is how little slavery 
actually has to do with today's 
problems. It seems rather 
unlikely that slavery itself caused 
a lot of the racism problems 
present in the U.S. today." 
V.'hile the study does not set 
out to directly address the 
national debate on the topic, 
Sacerdote noted that his finding 
eould be used to argue against 
slavery reparations. 
Other eeonomists and those 
involved in the reparations 
debate had ·varied reactions to 
the study. 
Conservative thinker David 
Horowitz - who made headlines 
over a year ago when he ran an 
advertisement in college news-
papers nationwide citing reasons 
diseounting the idea of slave 
reparations •· said the study's 
findings support bis viewpoint. 
''The study is a very strong 
argument against affirmative 
action and all these artificial pro-
grams set out by the government 
. -
to rig the system," Horowitz said. 
"Even under the circumstances 
of extreme racism, it's obvious 
that slaves can make these 
advances in a short space and 
that once you remove the artifi-
cial barriers, the problem will 
solve itself." 
However, supporters of 
reparations -- like Dorothy 
Benton Lewis, national co-chair 
of the National Coalition of 
Blacks for Reparations in 
America •· argued that the 
study's central question was 
irrelevant. 
''The issue here isn't whether 
blacks could 'catch-up,"' Lewis 
said ''What [Sacerdote] is eom-
paring here is victim to victim. 
Both of these groups were vic-
tims of white supremacy and 
that thanks to the attitudes of 
racist people, both groups have 
experienced the same outcome." 
"If that's the kind of bogus 
research Dartmouth produces, 
I'm ashamed -- Dartmouth 
should be ashamed," Lewis con-
tinued. 
Many studies to date have 
examined the differentials 
between blacks and whites. But 
Sacerdote's study, entitled 
"Slavery and the 
Intergenerational Transmission 
of Human Capital," is the first of 
its kind to specifically measure 
the status of the children and 
grandchildren of former slaves 
as compared to the descendants 
of free blacks. 
''To date there's been no real 
empirical study of whether fami-
lies were able to recover from the 
effects of slavery," Dartmouth 
economics professor Eric 
Edmonds said. "Bruce is really 
blazing the way in an important 
area. Prior to his study, this par-
ticular area has been ignored." 
"It is an impressive piece of 
research," said Gavin Wright, an 
economics professor at Stanford 
University. "I would not have 
thought it possible to compare 
censuses, concentrating on the 
outcome measures of literacy, 
school attendance, whether a 
child lives in a female-headed 
household and two measures of 
adult occupation. 
Wright said tl1at while each 
of the measures has its respec-
tive limitations, they nonetheless 
apply to the question at hand. 
"I wa~ surprised at how 
quickly you get convergence 
between the two groups," 
Sacerdote said. ''Today's biggest 
topic for domestic policy is 
black-white differentials, and the 
simplest explanation is tllat slav-
ery was the direct cause." 
Sacerdote noted, however, 
that emancipation itself did little 
think that past discrimination in 
the pre-civil rights era caused 
disadvantages that have persist-
ed for a long time and that are 
still observable today," Sacerdote 
said. "But no one actually agrees 
on one specific factor to blame 
for these problems. There's 
something out there -- we just 
don't know what it is exactly." 
According to the study, 
convergence between the two 
• groups occurred substantially in 
every category except in the 
prevalence of female-headed 
households among the descen-
dants of slaves. Sacerdote cited 
this as one possible way slavery 
could have had measurable and 
long-lasting effects on succes-
sive generations of black 
Americans. 
Sacerdote and his col-
leagues emphasized that the 
point of his study was not to 
examine the legitimacy of affir-
mative action or slave repara-
tions, though they accepted that 
the study will be used in many 
different ways since it has been 
released into public domain. 
Couriesy or WWv.tumich.cdu • A lot of the reparations 
Economics professors at Dartmouth College said that slavery has no bearing on modern-
day racism In America. According to a study conducted at the college, slavery only effect-
ed two generations. 
debate isn't at all about the 
long-tenn consequences of slav-
ecy. Rather, people are trying to 
get paid the wages slaves were 
the descendants of free-born 
blacks, but Sacerdote shows that 
indeed it is. And the results are 
extremely interesting." 
Sacerdote compared data on 
the children and grandchildren 
of free blacks and former slaves 
from the 1880 and 1920 U.S. 
For example, the study 
found that the children of former 
slaves were less likely to be 
enrolled in school than the chil-
dren of blacks born free. This gap 
disappeared, however, when 
examining the grandchildren of 
free blacks and former slaves. 
to reduce economic disparities 
between blacks and whites. He 
said the results of his study indi-
cate that other social factors 
must account for current social 
inequities between African-
Americans and whites. 
"It's certainly reasonable to 
never paid," Professor Edmonds 
said. "Bruce's study has nothing 
at all to do with tllat aspect of the 
reparations debate. Rather, he is 
concerned about bow indi,~du-
als recovered from the experi-
ence of slavery and the distor-
tions in investments, specializa-
tion, etc. that slavery implied." 
Office of the Dean of the Chapel 
Welcomes 
The Faculty, Staff, the Muslim Chaplaincy and Muslim Students of Howard University 
In cefe6rat-ion of 
rrfie ~onth of <R.gmacfhan 
November 6, 2002 - December 5, 2002 
AU Are Welcome 
The Muslim Students of Howard University invite all at sunset everyday 
to celebrate the daily breaking of the fast, to learn about Ramadhan and special prayers. 
5:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Interfaith Room· 
Ground Floor of the Tubman Quad (next to Residence Life) 
4th and College Streets NW Washington DC 20058 
For more information, contact the Andrew Rankin Memorial Chapel: 
202-806-7280 
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PholO!i> by L.llren Bayne Anden.on 
Deputy Campaign Manager Tahman Bradley and Jarvis 
Houston {right) look over campaign materials. 
ANC from page A 1 
"It is encouraging when young 
people continue along the path 
paved by men gone before like 
Martin Luther King and 
MalcolmX." 
Howard student and 
Alexandria, VA resident, 
Deandra Short, registered to 
vote in Lhe District and placed 
her check next to Houston's 
name. 
"I voted for Houston 
because I have seen him work 
and he does a great job," Short 
said. "If he does not perform 
we will hold him accountable." 
Cornell Wiliiamson, said he is 
overjoyed not only for 
Houston, but also for his staff, 
supporters and Howard as a 
whole. 
"I have the utmost confi-
dence that Mr. Houston will do 
an excellent job in his new 
role," Williamson said. • We 
[HUSA] will be willing to work 
with Mr. Houston to see how 
he can best serve Howard 
University and the community 
in his role as Advisory 
Neighborhood Commissioner." 
represents about two thousand 
residents, and is elected to a 
two-year term in non-partisan 
contests at the general election 
in November. 
The Illinois native and 
H USA chief-of-staff is excited 
about the victory and is eager 
to begin work. Houston's first 
task will be an initial step in 
building a bridge between the 
community and Howard 
University. 
"My first project as ANC 
Commissioner will be a com-
munity forum in the first week 
of December," Houston said. "I 
want to bring the community 
and Howard students, staff and 
faculty together to discuss dif-
ferences." 
Houston said prior to run-
ning he examined how he 
would balance his current posi-
tion as a student, HUSA chief-
of-staff and his role as the 
neighborhood commissioner. 
"I am committed to the 
students and now to the con-
stituents in my ward, but l will 
strive to serve both to the best 
of my ability," Houston said. "I 
also plan to possibly reduce 
HUSA office hours from 15 to 
10 hours per week in order to 
cater to the community." 
Houston begins his term in 
January; he graduates in May 
2003 and will stay in the 
District to complete his term. 
Houston has future plans to 
become a Congressional 
Representative for the state of 
Illinois and this election victo-
ry may be a closer step to 
achieving his goal. 
Howard University 
Student Association president, 
Advisory Neighborhood 
Commissioners are unpaid and 
are classified as the most local 
level of elected government 
officials. Each Commissioner 
(From left) Seitu Bryson, Jarvis Houston, Nick Morris, 
Tahman Bradley. 
Come to The Hilltop's weekly budget meeting on 
Tuesday night at 7P.M. in the West Towers. All majors 
are welcome and please come with story ideas. 
HOWARD UNIVERSITY 
PATRICIA ROBERTS HARRIS PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAM 
f 
"Failure to share our concerns 
and to spark others 
to equal concern .... 
is to break faith with 
the democratic process" 
Patricia Roberts Harris (1924-85) 
The Patricia Roberts Harris Public Affairs Program of Howard University 
is pleased to announce the 
availability of several internships for Spring and Summer 2003 
Eligibility 
Studenli must be enrolled at undelllraduaie or graduate/professional level et Howard Univtnity. Also, it is preferable 
Iha! !hey have at least one semester enrollment al Howard following the scmesier of their intcmsh,p. 
Undergraduates mus1 have completed at least twenty-seven credit hours at the time of application and have at least a 2. 75 cu-
mulative grade point a,·t'11gea.nd a 3.0 g.p.a. in the major area o( study. 
Graduate/professional students must have completed at least oncsemes1er of study at Howard University AND have al 
least a 3.0 grade point average in their graduaie and undergraduaie professl01141 coursework. 
Selection Criteria 
AlO 
Academic ptrformance 
DPotential for profession:il growth and development (to be ascertained from rnaierial submitted by the applicant and a 
personal inierview with the Selection Committee). 
DKnowledge of the caner and accomplishments of Patricia Robcru Harris. 
How to Apply 
The application consists of six pans: 
• Completed application form 
• Official Howard Univrnity transcript ' 
• Submiual of a current resume and a photo 
• Tuite letters of rteommendation (on recommendation forms) from Howard University f11CUlty membcN and/or staff 
person, knowledge:lble of academic achievement and characttr of Applicant. 
Sllamml)' iickupapiu:atil:ni etlheRalph J. Bunche l~WJS<:.emer(22186hSI.NW). 
For further delails, con1ac1 Ms. Carolyn M. King, lniemship Coon:linator at (202) 806-5951. 
DEADLfNE: NOVEMBER 29, 2002 
The Hilltop 
From CANCER page AS 
7 
Para-aortic 
lymph glands -=-+---ii<t· 
Ftle Graphic 
Shown above, the pelvic lymph glands are where cancer-
ous cells first develop. 
lymph rrodes of the abdomen. In stage three, the cancer 
may spread even further up the body towards the lungs 
and liver. Lastly, in the recurrent stage, the cancer has 
been treated, and if it were to return, it may appear 
where it originated. 
Testicular cancer is usually curable, especially if 
detected early. Ninety percent of patients are cured dur-
ing their first treatment. Treatments vary depending on 
the stage the cancer is detected in. During the first stage, 
surgery (usually removal of the infected testicle) is high-
ly effective. The later stages may take radiation therapy 
and/or chemotherapy. 
Early detection is really the only measure a man 
can take to prevent the spread of testicular cancer to 
other areas of the borly. Self-exams are essential in early 
detection. Clark stated that the, "risk of cancer spreading 
is heightened when self-exams are not practiced." 
Ahaghotu suggests that young men should perform self-
exams monthly, looking for new lumps, changes in size, 
and feelings of unusual hardness. 
The mortality rate of testicular cancer is very low. 
Ahaghotu suggests that due to newer approaches to med-
icine, "the mortality is reversed. Instead of So percent 
dying, So percent are surviving." 
November 8, 2002 
From RELATIONSHIPS A2 
Daria Winter speaks to stu-
dents about problems origi-
nating outside of the class-
room if she, sees that it is 
affecting their work in class. 
"I try to work with stu-
dents if they are going 
through problems, because I 
would want someone to be 
there for my child. I some-
times offer students to the 
counseling service. Students 
and myself included have 
been through a lot, recently 
with the sniper attacks and 
last year with 9-11," Winter 
said. She went on to say that 
with her subject matter being 
English, it is important that 
students do well in order to 
succeed in their other class-
es. 
In contrast, School of 
Business Professor Ronald 
Straight keeps his office 
appointments geared strictly 
towards professional mat-
ters. 
"Students are invited to 
see me or e-mail me for any-
thing related to the class-
room material or general 
professional development," 
Straight said. 
Sophomore pre-med stu-
'dent, Candace Mcculler 
agrees better communication 
equals better grades. 
"The more you get to 
know your teachers, the 
more willing they will be to 
help you out. At the end of 
the semester, they'll say, 
'This is a good student. 
They've been working hard; 
they deserve this A'," said 
McCuller. 
November 8, 2002 
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Photo by Destlny Drake 
Dr. Maurice Woodard takes the time to explain an assignment to student Samika Boyd. 
Philosophy Professor 
Joseph Asike, believes that 
communication between stu-
dents and teachers is vital 
and can often alleviate mis-
understandings. 
"I had a student in my 
class that repeatedly came 
late and attendance accounts 
for 20 percent of the grade," 
said Asike. "I thought he was 
one of those students that 
didn't care about class, until 
the student came to my office 
to drop my class. Then, he 
told me that he was late 
everyday because his previ-
ous class was in the School of 
Communications which was 
further away." 
Problems like this could 
have been avoided had the 
s.tudent discussed the prob-
lem earlier during the semes-
ter, according to Asike. "And 
it helps to be able to put a 
· face to a name." 
However, some students 
believe that speaking with 
teachers does not help in the 
classroom. Ashley Tate-
Gilmore, a sophomore psy-
chology major, had a bad 
experience last semester. 
"I had a teacher that I 
had been going to see and e-
mailing and when it came 
down to the wire, when it 
came down to whether it was 
this grade or that grade, she 
was like, 'whatever.'," 
Gilmore said., 
Dan Blakemore, a sopho-
more political science major, 
will only knock on a teacher's 
door if it's a necessity. 
Blakemore said he will not go 
to a teacher's office unless he 
has a question about the 
material, needs something or 
missed a class. 
Taaji Rauf, a · senior 
English major, sees her pro-
fessors even when doing well 
in a class. 
"I would advise every 
student to see their professor 
once a month even if you're 
getting an A," Rao! said. "You 
never know. They may have 
an internship, fellowship or 
job. And one day you may 
need them for a recommen-
dation." 
Freshman computer sci-
ence major, Rasheed Ali, has 
taken this advice from upper-
classmen and sees his profes-
sors often as well. 
· "Upperclassmen have 
said that it's helpful to go to a 
teacher's office hours. I have 
been visiting my teachers 
regularly and it's been help-
ing me a lot in my studies 
and with my understanding 
of the class material and 
helping me staying deter-
mined and disciplined," Ali 
said. 
HOW ARD UNIVERSITY 
., 
From SENATE page A 1 
According to Michael Frazier, a professor in the Political Science 
' department, Republican will use their votes to, get what they want, · 
"In many instances it is going to be the Republicans having their 
way because they have the majority in both houses and the white 
house, which means that they will have a chance to implement their 
policies," said Professor of Political Science, Michael Frazier. 
The possibility of new co11servative policies being implemented 
have caused mixed reactions on campus. 
Junior Political Science major Ebony Glen feels the Republican 
takeover will change the nation. 
"I feel like rights as we know it are about to change radically. 
Everything from abortion rights to policies that effect people of color 
in the country will be affected negatively in every way," said Glenn. 
Contrary to Glenn, Corey Cunningham an Economics and 
Education major is excited.about the take over. 
"I am happy that we are back in control, it [the elections] shows 
• 
that the right people are getting out and voting, and that Republican 
ideals are becoming more mainstream," said Cunningham. 
Others do not feel there will be a major difference in Democrat 
and Republican administrations. 
"I think Democrats and Republicans are the same beast with two 
heads, same agenda different approaches," said Marcus Harrison, a 
graduate Political Science major. 
Congress and the House will go into the "lame duck" where they 
will try to accomplish to the Homeland Security agency, and a budg-
et. 
Photo Courtesy of NYTimes.com 
Katherine Harris (R) won a seat in the U.S. House of 
Representatives for the state of Florida. 
• 
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING, ARCHITECTURE 
AND COMPUTER SCIENCES (CEACS) 
Presents its 
Third Annual 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE 
' Guest Leadership Lecturer 
J\,lr. Frederick Gregory 
Deputy Administrator 
National Aeronautics and Spact Administration 
• 
Mr. Gregory also is a member of the CEA CS 
Board of Visitors. 
Students, faculty and staff are invited 
to attend the lecture. 
Friday, ~ovember 8, 2002 
At 3:30 P.M. 
CEACS 
Mackey Building, Auditorium, 2nd Floor 
• 
• 
' 
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THE HU SHARKS vs. Wagner College 
@ THE BURR POOL 
TOMl\10RO , Sat., Nov. 9, 1 :00 PM 
Check out the \Vasbington Po~~ article: \l'lV\\',,Yashington~ost.com/v,p-dyn/articles/A5174-2002Nov4.h~ml ] 
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And ... thl'i just in: Jnson \\ illinm~ freshn111n gonlkcepe1 on 
the !\ten's Socfer team, \\RS named the Atlnntic Soccer 
Confr.rcnce Rookie ASD Gonlkeepcr of the \Vcek & 
Greg Spriggs, Footbnll, w, 1, DIUl ed l\tEAC Special T :uni; 
Pin) er oro,e.\\ eek 11 the 21-0 \\Ill Q\el orfolk 8t. • 
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FOR THE 21-0 SHUT Ol}T 
of Norfolk State 
The Bison arc 5-3 and 3-2 in the '1EAC 
rnG3 0 CT 
FOR 1 JJE 2-0 SJ JUT OUT of Philadelphia University 
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Music Artists Dream of Holl.!Jwood 
By Enoch nms m 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
A new millennium has 
arrived in the media world 
Now, audiences are being 
entertained by a variety of 
sources, be it television, film! print, 
Internet, mp3, compact disc, or 
some cockamamie combination of 
the aforementioned six. What was 
originally separated is now mixed, 
and providing a more potent 
media one-two 
combo 
that 
Hollywood, 
- ... - \"" ,,. - ..,i..- • 
- .....,~::::_;-- such \ 
as "Grilock'd" with Tupac 
the music industry and a host of 
other media giants have capitalized 
on. 
As with any big change, a new 
problem has risen. For instance: 
Suocessful music artists and sport 
stars, formerly alien to Hollywood. 
are now staking their claim on the 
big screen in what some think to be 
a media blitz, created to pump up 
star power and capitalize on fickle 
consumer interest 
Ice Cube, a rapper-turned actor 
himself doesn't think this to be a 
n~y bad thing. "My having 
a following or . my branding 
, myself allows me to make the 
films I want to make," Cube 
explains. "Because of my 
name, I can find the quality 
scripts and talent I need to 
make great 
. . 
movtcs. 
So, the 
question 
arises. Is 
t h e 
inter-
est of 
SO· 
• 
called 
non-actors in Hollywood really a 
problem? Critics certainly cannot 
call this a new phenomenon. 
Though they weren't in the form of 
rappers, a thletes overwhelmin~y 
represented the non-actors making 
their mark in the biz in past years. 
The acting bug has bitten O.J. 
Simpson, Jim Brown and Sugar Ray 
Leonard, but they are, with the 
exception of one acquitted murder-
er, remembered fondly for their 
respective roles. 
Shakur, "Brown Sugar" with ( / 
Queen Latifah and Mos Def, or 
even the Oscar nomfoated, 
"Boyl in the Hood" with Ice 
Cube, wouldn't exist. 
Besides with perfonners such 
, . 
as Elvis Presley, Frank Smatra, 
Diana Ross, and Sammy Davis, Jr., 
this problem doesn't seem so prob-
lematic. 
"The problem is not that these 
musicians and athletes are getting 
these roles,• senior theater arts 
adn1inistration major, Belvey Russ 
explains. "The problem is that these 
people are getting roles that they 
may not deserve. Perhaps,"_ ~he 
adds, "if they were made to audition, 
then critics wouldn't have a problem 
with it." 
So, maybe these Hollywood 
outsiders aren't so bad If these so 
called · non-actors" were indeed 
prevented from ever filming a scene, 
then films 
Then again, the public 
wouldn't have "Crossroads" 
with Britney Spears, "On the 
Line" with N'Sync's Lance Bass 
or "Glitter" with Mariah Carey, 
all of which have been panned 
bv film critics. 
' Nonetheless, some might 
say these movies and their 
respective roles really mean 
there are classically trained 
actors who aren't working, 
due to his/her lacking fan 
base. Even A-list actor, 
Samuel L. Jackson has said 
that he will never work in a 
movie alongside a rapper 
again due to his belief that 
rappers are stealing jobs from 
deserving actors. 
Whether or not the con-
troversy surrounding this issue 
is ever solved, films will contin-
ue to star good and bad actors. 
"It's natural for an entertainer 
to explore other forms of entertain-
ment," Cube said. "Sure, there are 
rappers who cannot act, but there 
are also actors who cannot act." 
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Eminem Puts on His Best Show 
By Jozen Cummings 
Life and Style Editor 
Grade: B 
Say what you want about 
Eminem, but the white-boy from 
Detroit elevated the standard in 
hip-hop music, just like Tupac, 
just like Biggie and just like Jay-
Z, 
Now, with his movie debut, 
Universal's "8 Mile", Eminem 
has elevated the standard in hip-
hop movies, just like ... well, no 
one. 
Academy-Award winning 
director Curtis Hanson ("L.A. 
Confidential") has set a prece-
dent with Eminem's character 
Jimmy "Rabbit" Smith, a victim 
of white trash poverty who has 
his sights set on making it big in 
the rap game. 
Set in 8 Mile, Detroit, a 
place where the suburbs and 
inner city are separated on two 
sides, the movie's plot would 
lead some to believe the film was 
actually an autobiography of 
Eminem, but Eminem's people 
have denied that allegation. 
The movie goes back to 
1995, when Mobb Deep's "Shook 
One's" was blasting over radio's 
nationwide and Detroit was 
known as a place where Motown 
used to be. Rabbit, and his crew, 
including best friend Mysterious 
played by Mekhi Phifer, are on a 
quest to make Detroit a force in 
the hip-hop world. As you can 
guess, Rabbit is the group's go-
to-man, but is too shy to battle 
or show off his skills in front of 
people. 
Perhaps it's because Rabbit 
is so much like the man Eminerh 
rhymes about in his songs, that 
we actually believe that he has 
credible acting ability. Eminem's 
screen presence doesn't quite 
have the dynamic of Will Smith, 
' 
Photo courtesy of 8-mile.com 
Eminem and Mekhi Phifer play two aspiring hip-hop artists 
trying to get out of their bleek surroundings in "8 Mile." 
and he can't make the ladies 
swoon like one of LL Cool J's 
characters, but besides those 
two and Ice Cube, Eminem 
should be in the running for a 
best actor if they ever had the 
category at The Source Award's 
show. 
Make no mistake about it 
though; Eminem's best perform-
ances are not when he's getting 
in an argument with his mom, or 
yelling at his love interest, but 
when he rhymes in one of the 
movies many freestyle battles. 
The way Rabbit comes at his 
opponents (save for his brief 
brush with stage fright), you can 
imagine, is the same way 
Eminem, himself, came at his 
opponents before he met Dr. 
Dre. 
Reminiscent of the old 
"Rocky" films, "8 Mile's" battle 
scenes are what the bulk of the 
audience will be looking for, and 
they're plenty. They get so good, 
audiences can bet they're reac-
tions will mimic the crowd's 
• 
reaction in the film. And Rabbit 
isn't faced with mediocre talent; 
he actually goes up against for-
midable opponents who sound 
like they might win. 
But the best "8 Mile" has to 
offer is not in rhymes but in real-
ism. Hanson does a superb job 
with the city of D~troit, making 
it look like the place Eminem 
rhymed about in his song 
"Amityville" off the "Marshall 
Mathers LP." Almost every 
scene is tainted with an element 
of darkness; the only light in the 
film comes from Eminem's 
pasty white skin. 
Yes, Eminem is one of the 
best lyrcists in rap today, a point 
the movie doesn't have to make. 
And yes, he makes the acting 
look easy because he's playing a 
slight version of himself. But in 
the end, "8 Mile's" greatest 
strength is its ability to inspire 
anyone to follow their dreams, 
and achieve what they want on 
their own terms. · 
Avirex Takes a Plunge in Popularity 
By Nicole Melton 
Contributing Writer 
After three months of sum-
mertime bliss, autumn's cool 
.and windy conditions call for 
the disappearance of tanks and 
tees and the emergence of 
hoodies and coats. The perfect 
outerwear is sometimes hard 
to come by, but trendy jackets 
by A virex seem to be a popular 
choice for today's fashion 
savvy. 
The brainchild of Jeff 
Clyman, a pilot and airplane 
collector, Avirex was estab-
lished in 1975. Clyman aimed 
to create a line of aviation 
inspired clothing and outer-
wear in response to numerous 
queries about his father's 
authentic bomber jacket. After 
becoming the first to introduce 
a mass production process of 
antiquing leather goods, A virex 
took flight. 
"I first noticed a great con-
sumer interest in Avirex seven 
years ago, and since then, the 
brand has risen in popularity;" 
said Kevin Smith. Smith is cur-
rently the manager at Last 
Stop, a store that specializes in 
popular urban clothing. 
Spotted on celebrities such 
as P. Diddy, Missy Elliot and 
Allen Iverson, the Avirex name 
has become a favorite of the 
masses, leading to an increase 
in sales. For Brian Smith, 
freshman biology major, his 
choice to purchase his Avirex 
jacket was influenced by the 
media. 
"I saw that a lot of media 
personalities were wearing 
them, and I wanted one of my 
own," Smith said. 
While imitation is a reason 
for purchase, practicality is 
also imperative when buying 
any brand or type of outerwear. 
Most students take this into 
account, making sure to 
include style and fashion flair 
as well when purchasing an 
Avirex. 
"I was attracted to the 
designs and styles Avirex 
offered in their jackets. I get a 
. lot of compliments on it and it 
also keeps me warm," said · 
Elliot Robinson, a junior 
radio/TV /film major, who 
owns a letterman style A virex 
jacket. 
Sheena Lewis, a freshman 
legal communications major 
agrees. "My Avirex jacket is a 
really nice, high quality gar-
ment. I received it as a gift, and 
I have been very impressed 
with its look and durability," 
said Lewis. 
It is this popular style and 
notable warmth of the Avirex 
brand that are two factors 
reflected on its price tag. The 
wool styles range from $300 
and up, with the leather jackets 
costing · an average of around 
$550. While many consumers 
feel money is no object when it 
comes to fashionable outer-
wear, others feel the cost is a 
concern. Kalu Ugwuomo, a 
freshman radio /TV /film 
major, spent $575 for his 
leather A virex jacket two years 
ago and feels it was not worth 
it. 
"Avirex jackets are mainly 
for show and style; that's where 
the money goes. If I had to do it 
over, I wouldn't spend that 
much today," said Ugwuomo. 
Louis Lee, a Howard alum, 
feels the same way. The cost of 
his Avirex jacket was $600. 
"I have not gotten my 
money's worth. The jacket 
should have been cheaper. 
When compared to other 
leather coats, you're going to 
pay $300.00 more for an 
Avirex just for the name," said 
Lee. 
To avoid paying the exces-
sive amount of money the 
Avirex name demands, many 
students have o.pted for jackets 
manufactured by other outer-
wear manufacturers. Brands 
such as Columbia, Rocawear 
and The North Face seem to be 
popular among consumers as 
alternatives, according to 
Kevin Smith. 
"As far as men's sales, The 
North Face is doing well partly 
because more and more rap-
pers are being seen in them 
and they are less expensive," 
said Smith. 
Jeffrey Benman, a fresh-
man finance major, purchased 
his quilted Rocawear coat for 
similar reasons. 
"Rocawear is becoming 
more popular because of Jay-Z, 
but I liked this one because it 
was comfortable and I got a 
good deal on it," Benman said. 
The high competition rr,ay 
be one reason why Avirexjack-
ets appear to be remaining 
stagnant when it comes to pop-
ularity. Many students feel that 
the climax the brand encoun-
tered two seasons ago is com-
ing to a halt. 
"I don't think that Avirexis 
growing anymore in populari-
ty. People are still wearing the 
Avirex jackets they previously 
bought, but as far as buying 
them this year, people aren't 
really feeling them as much," 
Ugwuomo said. 
Smith has also noticed a 
serious decline in sales at Last 
Stop. 
"During the last year or so, 
Avirex has gone down in sales. 
We sold a few during Howard's 
Homecoming to out-of-town-
ers, but the natives prefer The 
North Face," he said. 
As the fall season progress-
es and winter's frost looms in 
the air, jackets and coats 
become essential garments on 
Howard's campus. Whether 
choosing Avirex or a different 
brand, students must take their 
finances and personal style 
into account when choosing 
the perfect outerwear. 
, 
The District's Big Black Clubs 
' 
By Tariq Abdal-Haqq 
Hilltop Contributing Writer 
For most students, the 
D.C. nightlife is limited to a 
Dream in the year 2K9. 
But for the students who 
are tired of the same four 
walls these clubs provide, 
there are plenty of alterna-
tives. From alternative rock, 
to jazz and folk, the District 
has an array of clubs to enjoy 
an array of music. 
9:30 Club 
815 V Street N.W. 
The 9:30 Club is one of 
the biggest and best known of 
the D.C. music clubs. The club 
has beeri a staple of the local 
music scene for over two 
decades. Now the club hosts 
all types of acts, from the 
Gorillaz to Loretta Lynn to 
Wu-Tang. In 1996, the club 
moved to its current location, 
one block away from campus. 
The club now boasts a venue 
that can accommodate 1,200 
people. 
Black Cat 
181114th Street N.W. 
For nearly 10 years, the 
Black Cat has ·been the pre-
miere venue to see independ-
ent acts from all over the 
world. The club has booked 
acts like alternative R&B 
artist Res, hip hop act Jeru 
The Damaja, rock group 
Fugazi and indie-rock diva PJ 
Harvey. It is also one of the 
best places to go and hang 
out. The club features the 
Food For Thought diner and 
Red Room bar. 
Nation 
1015 Half Street S.E. 
Nation books some of the 
biggest acts to come through 
D.C. Visitors could catch a set 
by anyone from Outkast to 
Jay-Z to P.O.D. The club was 
also host to Buzz, one of D.C.'s 
biggest weekly electronic 
dance events, but was forced 
to shut it down because of 
legal pressure, which would 
not have been the first time. 
While it is one of D.C.'s most 
popular clubs, Nation has 
shutdown and reopened sev-
eral times within the past few 
years for legal reasons. 
Despite these woes, the club is 
massive with several rooms 
and floors. 
Velvet Lounge 
915 U Street N.W. 
The smallest place on the 
list, the Velvet Lounge is one 
of the best lounges within 
walking distance to Howard. 
This two-level spot features a 
bar on the first floor and a 
lounge area upstairs with a 
stage for rock, folk and even 
hip-hop acts. It may not be 
the best place to go and party, 
but it's definitely a pleasura-
ble divergence from the mega-
bright, overly loud clubs that 
are so popular nowadays. 
Bar Nun 
1326 U Street N.W. 
This lounge holds some of 
D.C.'s most popular poetry 
events. It also plays host to 
many jazz, hip hop and world 
music events. The club also 
features a restaurant and bar. 
The atmosphere of Bar Nun is 
one of its biggest drawing 
points. While it is laidback, it 
is still a good catalyst for heat-
ing new music and meeting 
• • new mus1c1ans. 
• 
Eighteenth Street 
Lounge 
1212 18 Street N.W. 
Owned and operated by 
D.C.'s popular lounge duo 
Thievery Corporation, the 
Eighteenth Street Lounge is 
one of D.C.'s most pcl);>ular 
clubs. The club always fea-
tures a DJ spinning all types 
of electronic, world and 
lounge music. While it may 
not be the small, intimate 
lounges that most are familiar 
with, it is definitely a nice 
place to relax and kick back. 
This is just a short list of 
the clubs and lounges around 
the city that deserve to be vis-
ited. There isn't enough room 
to make a list of every club 
where you c;in enjoy yourself. 
Just remember that while 
both Dream and 2K9 are 
excellent clubs, they aren't the 
only excellent clubs. 
Howard University 
Staff/Faculty 
Graduate and Professional Students 
Luxury Apartments Still Available 
Howard Ellington Apartments 
Howard University has purchased a 16-unit luxury 
apartment building on the comer of Florida and New 
Jersey Avenues. 
' 
· Unit Size Monthly Rent 
1 Bedroom, 1 Bath $1008 -$1100 + Utilities 
2 Bedroom, 1.5 Baths $1150 -$1400 + Utilities 
. 
3 Bedroom, 2.5 Baths $1500 -$1900 + Utilities 
Limited off street parking available at $55/mo 
• 
For More Information call: 
Fort Lincoln Realty Company at 202-269;.3400 
' 
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. . TODAY is vour LAST CHANCE! 
From 12pm -8pm · 
Music listening Room · . 
· Basement level of the Blackburn Center 
Graduating Seniors! 
You've onlv got 1 WEEK tEn!! 
Mondav, November 11th 
• leven on the holidavl 
until Fridav, November 15th 
12Pm-8pm 
Music listening Room · 
Basement level of the Blackburn Center 
$10 minimum sining fee 
QUESTIONS? Call the yearbook office at (202) 806-7870 or email us at bisonyearbook@hotmail.com 
' . 
!:..._ ___________ ____. 
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Freshman Goalie Gets Grip on American Soccer 
From Bermuda to Bison, Jason Williams a Star at H. U. 
r 
By Melanie Clarke 
Contributing Writer 
Freshman sensation Jason 
Williams is ahnost six feet tall, 
and close to flawless on the soccer 
field. With 58 saves in nine 
games, Williams has staked his 
cleats on American soil with a fer-
yor that's gotten him voted MVP 
of nearly every tournament the 
Bison have played in this sea.son. 
"He loves to do his best," said 
head coach Keith Tucker about 
the Warwick, Bermuda native. 
"Many times, he's been called to 
action and we've seen great saves 
out of him ... he's kept us in many 
games this year." 
Tucker is impressed by 
Williams' skills and ability, but 
mostly by his attitude, saying that 
he trains hard and never gives up. 
As freshmen, most young 
players take a while to find their 
place on the field and in the lock-
er room, but not Williams. He 
took on a leadership role as soon 
as he saved his first goal. 
"He's new to the team, but 
his personality is not like a fresh-
man," said teammate Hugh 
Harvey. "He immediately knew 
what his job was.• 
Williams· teammates find 
that his attitude :md skills help 
them out in crunch time and keep 
the team on top of its game. 
"Jason's serious during most 
games; nothing goes through," 
said another teammate, fresh-
man Andrew Fortune. "He yells 
at you when you mess up ... to get 
you back in focus." 
Williams is very vocal, a 
necessity for goaltenders who are 
counted on to know the action on 
the field and call the shots he sees. 
''He's a freshman, but he 
doesn't play like a freshman," 
Harvey said "He's a good talker 
on the field ... [he] keeps every-
body motivated• 
Williams has held onto 
gan1es for the team and they'vq 
learned to trust his ability as well 
as his judgment. 
'The goalkeeper should be a 
leader when game time comes; 
he's part of the decision-making 
process," Tucker said 
Williams came to Howard 
with an extremely broad knowl-
edge of soccer, showing off some 
of the e.~ence he gained while 
playing in Bermuda. He began his 
career in the National Youth 
League around the age of seven, 
and found himself in the premier 
division by age 16. 
Tucker traveled to see 
Willianis play in an international 
tournament in Barbados where 
he kept his tean1 in the tourna-
ment with two perfect games. 
It was obvious then, that he 
had a place at Greene Stadium. 
"He's the type of person guys 
draw from ... He believes in him-
self; he believes in them," 
Tucker said. 
"He's probably one of the 
best keepers I've played with," 
Fortune said. "He controls what 
[happens] on the field." 
On Williams' first impres-
sion, the University's family-style 
atmosphere reminded the goal-
keeper of home. He admitted 
that it seemed like a wonderful 
place to be, more than any other 
place he vi.sited. 
Williams has found his place 
as a Bi.son, enjoying the cama-
raderie of the team. 
"It's great ... nice coaching, 
nice atmosphere of 
players. Upperclassmen keep me 
in line as a freshman,• Williams 
said. 
Coming from Bermuda, 
Williams found America's brand 
of soccer a little more athletic 
than his native cow1try's skill-ori-
ented game, but steps up to the 
challenge. 
• Athleticism is the ne.-ct step 
to refining your skills ... I'm look-
ing forward to definitely improv-
ing my game," \'V"illiams said. 
"To watch him, his feet are 
quick and he's smart," Tucker 
said. "I think that is what's going 
to make him a great goalkeep-
er. Every time he's one-on-one, 
he ends up with the ball. It's real-
ly difficult to score on this young 
man." 
Williams has allowed only 16 
goals in the nine games he's 
played in this season. The Bison 
started off 0-4, but since Williams 
became goalie, not only has the 
team gone 4-4-1, but he's played 
every minute of every game, 
including four o,-ertimes. 
His mom and three older sis-
ters can1e for a visit in October 
and couldn't have picked a better 
game. They watched Howard bat-
tle Drexel in arguably their best 
performance of the sea.son. 
Williams recorded seven saves to 
lead his team to its third win in 
four games. 
Despite games like that and 
the Bison's double overtime 
shutout against Florida 
lntemational, both Williams and 
the team look forward to next 
season when the team's four 
injured players will return. 
"We're at a high level 
already," William.s said "It can 
only get better. It looks promis-
ing for next year." 
Williams has hopes of going 
pro and playing for an overseas 
team in Amsterdam one day. He 
wants to e.-ctend the program's 
reputation for excellence and be 
emulated by other entering soc-
cer players. 
"I think he's going to be a 
good one here at Howard," said 
assistant coach 
Curtis Landy. "He's got the 
ability to play at this level.· 
"I just want people to say 'I 
want to match up to his stan-
dards'," Williams said 
Phoco by \lark Ctp1:1n 
Goalie Jason Williams, ASC Player and Rookie of ttte Wlek, 
hopes to restore Bison soccer to its former glory. 
Collins' Hardwork Pays Dividends for Bison Basketball , 
By Nell Bradley 
Contributing Writer 
In his office, Howard 
University Assistant Men's 
Basketball Coach David "Aki" 
Collins is a business-minded 
individual who is generally 
on the phone, computer, or 
strategizing the next moves 
for the team. 
But when one of his play-
ers, Mac Wilkerson, enters 
the room to see about regis-
tering for classes, Collins 
immediately stops what he is 
doing and his mentality turns 
animated while he helps 
Wilkerson get through the 
worries of registration. 
"He knows when to play 
and when to [take care of] 
business," Wilkerson said. 
There is nothing spectac-
ular about Collins' office, 
other than it has no windows 
and it slightly resembles a jail 
cell. And, there is no physical 
attraction but his office holds 
as a special haven for his 
players. 
Collins fell in love with 
the game of basketball at the 
tender age of two. His fond-
ness for the game came from 
his attending practices with 
his godfather, who was a bas-
ketball coach. When Collins 
reached high school, he 
attended LaSalle Academy in 
New York, which had a very 
successful basketball pro-
gram. 
"Playing for that team 
probably shaped how I 
coach," Collins said. 
In his sen ior year of high 
school, his team won champi-
onships and was even ranked 
as a top team in USA Today. 
But, when they were defeated 
in a playoff game, Collins' 
hoop dreams deferred. 
• l have never been so dis-
appointed in my life," Collins 
said. 
After seeking perspective 
colleges and universities, 
B4 
Collins decided to attend 
Morehouse College and 
played basketball for a year. 
Throughout his life, he had 
always been known as the 
basketball player or someone 
who played d ifferent types of 
sports. This labeling led him 
to stop playing basketball 
and continue his education at 
Clark Atlanta Univers ity. 
"For the first time I had 
my own identity; it wasn't 
like l was identified as being 
on the team or being in the 
crowd," Collins said. "I guess 
when you are 17 years old and 
away from home you try to 
find your own identity. I 
found it and I was happy. 
But, I a lways knew that l 
wanted to stay around 
sports." 
His first contact with 
coaching came from being a 
volunteer at the University of 
Colorado. The team had a 
successful record and a very 
established program. While 
he played a role in the suc-
cess of the program as a vol-
unteer, his first real opportu-
nity came from Coach 
Frankie Allen here at Howard 
University. 
"It was a Friday. I walked 
him to his car and he said 
'when can you come back?' 
Then I had my first job," 
Collins recalled. 
Allen adds, "He was the 
first assistant coach that I 
hired when I got here. He is 
definitely helping me rebuild 
the program." 
When Collins came to 
Howard, the basketball team 
finished 1-27 the yea r before, 
there were NCAA infractions, 
a lack of quality facilities, and 
no structured coaching staff 
in place. Moreover, the play-
ers lacked motivation and 
were understandably wary 
about trusting a new coach 
and his assistant. 
Ashley Dubois, a senior 
marketing major, who served 
as the team's athletic trainer 
for four years, recalls those 
troubling times. 
"They were embarrassed 
and I felt bad for them. Now 
they are able to walk around 
with their heads held high 
and it's pretty much because 
of the coaching staff,· Dubois 
said. 
Senior guard Jonathan 
Stokes added, "When you 
make a transition from coach 
to coach, you have to go 
through different ideologies 
and personalities and it's 
good that he came in with 
basketball experience 
because he made the transi-
tion a lot smoother. He is 
probably the best guard 
coach I have ever had." 
Collins played a major 
role in reshaping the Bison 
basketball team. His first 
major recruits were forward 
Kyle Williams and center Aki 
Thomas, both transfers from 
the University of Colorado. 
(Williams was selected first 
team All-MEAC last season 
and Thomas was named to 
the second team.) 
"The lifeblood of any 
basketball program is your 
recruiting staff," Allen said. 
Collins' formu la for 
recruiting is broken down 
into four concepts: First, he 
identifies whom he wants to 
recruit; he then finds out if 
the perspective player is 
interested in playing; after 
that, he checks the perspec-
tive players' academics; and 
lastly, he builds a relation-
sh ip with the perspective 
player and his family. 
Collins says that building 
a relationship with the per-
spective players' fami ly is 
essential because the family 
members can reshape a deci-
sion. 
"If Aunt Bess ie is going to 
make Lil' Leroy's decision, 
you say hi to her too," Collins 
said. 
Junior transfer from 
Fresno Community Coll ege 
Bilal Russell explains the 
impact that Collins had on 
his decision to come to 
Howard. 
"He convinced my mom 
and my mom convinced me. 
It's like they double teamed 
me,• Russell said. 
Collins admits that it 
takes a special formula for 
recruiting athletes at 
Howard. 
"It takes a special indi-
vidual to come here and play 
basketball for Howard. You 
are asking a young man to 
basically give four years of, 
his life to a program that's 
really in it's infancy in terms 
of getting off the ground," 
Collins said. 
The lack of facilities and 
NCAA regulations does not 
interfere with Collins' 
recruiting technique~. He is 
honest about Howard's 
downfall in the athletic 
department, but focuses on 
the high standard of academ-
ics. 
"When I came here, he 
did a lot, he introduced me to 
people and made me feel 
comfortable," sa id center 
Qadir Habeeb, a junior trans-
fer from St. Bonaventure. 
When the players come to 
Howard, Collins begins a 
fathering relationship. 
Through th is relationship, he 
develops a certain rapport 
with each player. He also 
helps them with academics 
and through emotional prob-
lems. 
In addition, he enforces 
that players become well 
rounded by making sure they 
find internships and join 
otJ1er extra-curricular activi-
ties. 
Although he likes to joke 
around a lot, he r emains 
focused because he is pas-
sionate about the game and 
the players. 
The Hilltop 
Assistant men's basketball coach Aki Collins watches the 
court during a home game. 
"He works closely with 
me to make sure the players 
are doing what they need to 
academically", said Tewon 
Stevens, the University's ath-
letic academic advisor. 
Allen added, "He has a 
really good personality that 
the players gra,•itate towards. 
It might be the rough New 
York thing, but he is still car-
ing and sensitive." 
His contribution has 
helped turn a program that 
had a woeful 3-52 record in 
1998-2000 into one that has 
won 28 games the past two 
seasons, including a trip to 
the MEAC tournament final 
last year. 
The motto for the basket-
ball team this year is "There's 
no substitute for hard work" 
. and Collins definitely embod-
ies the saying for himself and 
e.nforccs it in his players. He 
works diligently to make his 
players excellent on the 
court, as well as excellent 
students who will be success-
ful in. life. His inspiration is 
to eventually run his own 
program, and the steps he is 
taking will most assuredly 
help him reach that goal. 
While Collins' stature of 
5'9" dwarfs in the presence of 
most of his players who are 
over 6'6", it is his character I 
as a leader that has the play-
ers looking up to him. 
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-Bison Football Tean1 Prepares for a Dog Fight 
By Soraya McDonald 
Contributing Writer 
Brimming with confidence 
from last week's shutout victory 
over Norfolk State, the Bison are 
prepared to play four quarters of 
smash-mouth football tomorrow 
against the Bulldogs of South 
Carolina State in Orangeburg. 
With a current record of 5-3 
overall, 3-2 in MEAC, Howard 
faces the stiff competition of a 
team that's finding its current 
ranking as nothing less than a 
bitter pill to swallow. 
The Bulldogs were hoping to 
avoid a four-way tie (with 
Howard, Hampton, and Morgan 
State) for third place in the 
MEAC standings (all four teams 
are 3-2), but tllose aspirations 
were nixed Snturday. While the 
Bison were showu..g the Spartans 
,.,!to was boss, the Bulldogs suf-
fered a humbling loss to the 
Delaware St«te Hornets. 
Despite that surprising loss, 
the Bison aren't expecting tomor-
. row's game to be any easier. 
"They're a very talented foot• 
ball team," said Bison Head 
Coach Ray Petty. "They're very 
sound on both sides of the ball. 
Coach Pough has done a good job 
of putting that team together." 
Photo by Mark Coleman 
As a former defensive coor-
dinator, Petty realizes the impor-
tance of having a formidable 
defense against the Bulldogs, 
who rank second in the confer-
ence in total offense with 397 
yards per game and whose quar-
terback, Reese McCampbell, now 
leads the conference in passing 
yards. 
"They're capable of putting 
up big numbers on us, yardage-
wise as well as points. I've spo-
ken with Coach Gilmore [Bi.son 
defensive coordinator] and we've 
met on some strategies and some 
schemes that we want to work 
on," Petty said. •we will have 
to play our best game of the year 
if we have a chance to win." 
The blocking of senior 
Charles Woodall, who now leads 
MEAC defensive linemen with 
six tackles per game, and the play 
of Vontrae Long, who leads all 
conference defensive backs with 
seven tackles per game, will be 
instrumental in stopping the 
Bulldog offense. 
TI1e question on many peo-
ple's minds this week has been 
who will be taking snaps for the 
Bi.son in this game. The partici-
pation of both senior quarter-
back Donald Clark and sopho-
more quarterback Marcos 
Moreno will depend on bow 
much pain they can play through, 
Clark from bruised ribs and 
Moreno from a slloulder contu-
sion. 
The Bison's success will depend on running back Jay Colbert's ability to find space. 
Both are questionable for the 
game so more tllan likely, specta-
tors will see freshman Reggie 
Burgin and redshirt sophomore 
Antoine Hartfield reading 
defenses tomorrow. 
e:xperience 
JV[~gic 
otStaroucks 
Join. u s -for a Grand Opening Celebration 
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I Ioward Un ivcrs ity Sch ool o f'B-u s i n ess 
:featuring I Ioward Schultz, 
C ha1.rrn.a n , Starbuc k s Coffee Co. 
& 
Earvin "1vlagic" Johnso n, C hairma n and CEO, 
Johnson Development Corporation 
1 2:1 S pm Ceremo:n.ial F:i.:rst Po--u.r 
I !~wa rd Un.ivcrsity Bookstore 
followed b y an. autograph. sess ion 
vvj th Earvin "1Vlag.ic" Johnson· 
(Wr1sthancl cl .1str1l">ut.1on for aut=og:ra1:--,h s,gn 1ng beg1n s at J O am~ 
one 1ccm per persot,. J-or ,"\ur.ogrotph1ng) 
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All-American linebacker Tracy White returns to his home 
state to take on the Bulldogs this weekend. 
No matter who starts at 
quarterback however, one thing 
is certain; he will be handing the 
ball off to standout running back 
Jay Colbert, who now averages 
78.5 rushing yards per game. 
When Ille Bison attack aerially, 
they will be going to wide 
receivers Jonatllan Brewer and 
Kevin Simmonds. 
Just as skilled defensively as 
they are offensively, Ille Bulldogs, 
second in the conference in total 
defense with 289.3 yards per 
game, will be depending on line-
backers Derek Harrison and 
Dreak Pooler to stop the Bison. 
Howard continues to strive 
to prove that this year's team is 
not the same 2-9 team from last 
season. They were Ille most 
penalized team in the conference 
last year, but tlley\•e been able to 
keep the penalties to a minimum 
this season, especially the last 
few games. Kick-off is scheduled 
for 1 :30 p.m. 
BS 
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HUSA President Messing Up? 
As the story of 
Howard University 
Student Association 
President Cornell 
Williamson's Bethune 
Annex incident 
spreads like wild-
fire across the 
campus, students 
leader, Williamson 
should not allow himself 
to be involved in compro-
mising situations. It is his 
duty to uphold the rules 
Our View: 
ize that people are watch-
ing their actions. 
Upholding a positive 
image to the public is cru-
cial in maintaining the 
trust and confi-
dence of the stu-
dent body. 
In light of his 
have begun to 
question the 
integrity of our 
leadership. 
The situation 
is uncomfortably 
reminiscent of 
As our student leader, Willian1son 
has a responsibility to exemplify 
respectable behavior at all times. 
title, Williamson 
must be s~t apart 
from the rest in 
being an 
upstanding, rule-
the Clinton scandal of the 
late '90s. Once again, a 
body of people is left con-
fused and disappointed 
by the misdoings of its 
president. 
Many will say that 
everyone breaks tl1e 1ules 
sometimes, as 
Williamson allegedly did 
by being in the Annex 
after visitaJion hours. 
However, as a student 
and regulations of the 
University. In accepting 
the role of HUSA presi-
dent, he accepted the 
responsibility of being a 
public figure representing 
Howard University. 
Being in the public eye 
is sometl1ing that inher-
ently comes along with 
the job of being in any 
leadership position. As a 
result, leaders must real-
abiding member 
of the Howard 
University student body. 
If he is guilty of the 
accusations, it is a sad 
reality. Part of what got 
him elected was his 
appeal as an inteUigent 
and focused individual. 
To disobey dorm rules 
and steal private property 
not only distorts this 
image, but causes us to 
wonder if we have the 
right person in office. 
Black Coaches Rare in the NFL 
On any given Sunday, 
any person with eyes and 
a television can plainly 
see tile myriad of black 
faces behind tl1e helmets 
on football fields all 
across America. 
So why is it that when 
those eyes drift 
to the sidelines 
where tile lead-
ers stand mak-
percent of the players in 
tl1e NFL. 
The question is, if 
blacks are good enough to 
play football, why aren't 
we good enough to coach 
it? 
According to the 
Our View: 
and refreshing to know 
tllat someone is fighting 
for tl1e equal employment 
opportunities tllat we are 
so often denied as a result 
of the removal of affirma-
tive action policies. 
Those who oppose the 
suit claim that 
the Jack of black 
head coaches is a 
result of blacks 
ing calls and 
des i g n ating 
plays, black 
' faces are 
The NFL should i1nprove its 
record of interviewing and hiring 
black head coaches. 
not being as 
qualified as 
whites. 
Simple logic 
would lead us to 
believe tl1at if so 
many blacks can 
nowhere to be 
found? 
Johnny 
Cochran's recent lawsuit 
against the NFL for 
employment discrimina-
tion against blacks for 
head coaching positions 
has sparked much contro-
versy. 
There has been a gross 
under-representation of 
blacks calling shots in the 
National Football League. 
This is perplexing, 
since blacks mak'e up 60 
premise of Johnny 
Cochran's lawsuit, the 
answer is racism, plain 
and simple. 
Cochran's suit stands 
as a statement of black 
America, attesting that 
we are not a people 
resigned to being enter-
tainers rather than shot-
callers, contrary to popu-
lar belief. 
It is both enlightening 
play well enough to be the 
backbone of the multi-
million dollar grossing 
sport, they just might be 
able to coach it well, too. 
Go figure. 
Newsflash America: 
Black men are just as 
capable of coaching pro-
fessional football teams 
as tlley are of playing pro-
fessional football. 
\ 
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Nuclear Weapons in North Korea 
When will the United 
States government realize 
that diplomacy is an effec-
tive method of problem-
solving? 
In light of North 
Korea's bold 
admission of 
having a secret 
nuclear 
cially considering the fact 
that, not too long ago, 
North Korea threatened to 
turn South Korea into a 
"sea of fire." 
The \-vhite House has 
Our View: 
of sanctions and rewards 
to stop North Korea's 
nuclear weapons pro-
grall}. 
Obviously, some 
changes need to be made 
in regard to the 
Agreed Framework. 
The \>\'hite 
weapons pro-
gram, we are 
hoping that the 
answer to this 
question 
right away. 
is 
The White House should negoti-
ate iuith the North Koreans con-
cerning their nuclear weapons 
progran1. 
House needs to 
develop a strategy 
for dealing witl1 this 
situation - prefer-
ably a method of 
containing tile. 
nuclear weapons 
program or stop-Simply put, 
North Korea has violated 
the Agreed Framework 
negotiated by tile U.S. in 
1993 to prevent them 
from producing nuclear 
weapons. 
Needless to say, the 
implications of this pro-
gram are dangerous, espe-
yet to take action on tl1e 
issue, though there are 
many steps that can be 
taken. 
Instead of waiting for 
an outcome to this poten-
tially dangerous situation, 
The Bush Administration 
should use a combination 
ping tile production. 
Moreover, it needs to 
come to the table with 
North Korea, rather tllan 
hiding behind a perpetual 
disregard for negotiating 
witl1 our adversaries. 
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A Coordinator's Final Thought 
Jessica Lima 
rll'St, I would like to thank 
everyone who came out to the 
Fashion Show. We appreciate 
your support. 
Also, I would like to 
acknowledge everyone's opinion 
of the show because all opinions 
are valid. However, I must bring 
attention to the fact that the 
Hilltop brutally criticized the 
hard work and efforts put forth 
by the Homecoming Committee, 
yet some articles were poorly 
organized, full of typos, and con-
tained incorrect information. 
That's a classic example of the 
pot calling the kettle black. 
I can only speak for Megan 
Moore and myself concerning 
the Fashion Show, but we have 
yet to be contacted for any infor-
mation concerning our event. 
One has to at least contact the 
appropriate people, in this case, 
the ooordinators, to make sure 
that the facts are valid and the 
entire story is told. That's simply 
the surface level of being a pro-
fessional and practicing respon-
sible journalism and it was not 
done. 
The article on our event stat-
ed that there was nudity in the 
Pimp Theme: 
show, yet no one mentioned that 
there were specific scenes featur-
ing lingerie and bathing apparel. 
These garments don't completely 
cover the body but they are legit-
imate forms of fashion. Maybe if 
someone had spoken to Meagan 
or me, we could have clarified 
that for the readers as well as 
offered other facts. 
For example, did you know 
that every designer in the show 
was African American? Did you 
know that several of the design-
ers were Howard students and 
alumni? Did ·anyone consider 
asking about the steps involved 
in ooordinating such an event? If 
anyone was interested in ooordi-
nating the fashion show, that 
information would have been 
helpful. 
I can't blame anyone for hav-
ing a skewed interpretation of the 
show because the only things 
highlighted were the title and the 
"nudity." Many other aspects 
were disregarded and over-
looked. There were important 
entities left out as far as recogni-
tion was concerned. 
It was stated that more than 
10 MAC artists did the make-up 
and hair. Actually, Exclusive 
Salon and Day Spa did the hair 
and they were left out of the arti-
cle altogether. These details 
might seem irrelevant but they 
prove that no time was taken to 
confirn, simple facts about the 
event. 
Everyone involved with the 
show, from the stage managers 
to the stylist (a Howard alumni), 
was a member of the Howard 
community and together we 
pulled off a professional and 
innovative production. That's not 
an embarrassment; it's some-
thing to be proud of. 
Fashion is an art form and a 
means of expression. We were 
simply trying to express that 
"pimping" can also be a way of 
life, an attitude that promotes 
utilizing one's skills and talents to 
the best of their ability to ensure 
the realliation of their goals. 
To those who actually came 
to the show and took the time to 
understand our vision, 1 urge you 
to do the following: beware of the 
haters because they're definitely 
out there, keep an open-mind to 
that which is different because 
you might learn something, and 
don't be afraid to think outside 
the box. In other words, Pimp 
Harder. 
'Normalization of Pathological Behavior' 
Jose Thomas 
Wake up my incognizant 
people. How did you partici-
pate in the Homecoming fes-
tivities without allowing the 
fashion show theme to rankle 
your moods? I wish that my 
colleagues would approach 
these occurrences with more 
thoughtfulness. 
LET'S THINK! 
The fashion show "Pimp 
harder" is characteristic of nor-
malization of pathological 
behaviors in our community. 
Meaning, that because of the 
prevalence of the behaviors (in 
the black community), we have 
become insensitive to the 
destructiveness as well as the 
dearth of moral value, which 
contribute to the deterioration 
of our community's welfare. 
Yet, we are at our prestigious 
institution of higher learning 
celebrating prostitution and 
glorifying pimps. 
Something is wrong! We 
have ascended to this great 
institution from all over, bring-
ing with us a myriad of cultur-
al dynamics in which some are 
common to us all. 
A proportionate number of 
us fail to acknowledge the cul-
ture of our institution of higher 
learning, the culture that over-
arches our antecedent cul-
tures. The mother culture of 
the institution is of great value 
to some of us that come from 
those very different communi-
ties that may foster pathologi-
cal, destructive and counter 
productive behaviors, ideals or 
values (e.g. prostitution, deval-
uation of education, vio-
lence .. . ). 
Our much needed mother 
culture gives us a useful frame 
of reference to filter out those 
ideals, values and behaviors 
that do not align with or con-
current point in life and future 
goals. This mother culture sug-
gests change, which may dis-
comfort some, but remember 
that it is implemented so that 
we can affectively navigate 
through society, becoming true 
exemplars that can significant-
ly contribute to our communi-
ties. 
Hence, we must act 
accordingly. Elements with 
such ill implications from 
those dark corners of our com-
munity should not be allowed 
to permeate through out our 
institution with embrace 
(especially as Homecoming 
fashion-show themes). We 
have proven that we are the 
exemplars of our communities 
by merely being here, so let's 
act as if we are. Let us act as 
leaders, take responsibility and 
allow the community to follow 
us, not vice versa. 
Verbal Arma-Why Bother? 
Josef Sawyer 
I should have listened and 
stayed home. Friday night just 
getting off work, I thought a good 
way to rela'C was by being a loyal 
student and paying four dollars 
for what I thought would be an 
entertaining evening. I could 
have easily gotten in for free by 
using my status with The Hilltop 
as a pretense but my conscience 
said otherwise. 
Upon arrival, I walked into a 
sparsely filled Blackburn 
Ballroom that was nearly silent, 
but nevertheless I kept faith; 
Verbal Armageddon never let me 
down, until now. 
As I sat next to my good 
friend Patrick, (arguably one of 
the best unknown emcees at 
Howard) I asked him why he 
never participated and as he went 
into his usual "I'm not that good," 
spiel, I finally understood his 
viewpoint. 
I began to ponder how the 
face of Verbal Armageddon has 
drastically changed in just two 
short years. It used to be if you 
didn't get a ticket by TI1ursday, 
they were sold out. Or if you got 
there too late, you weren't getting 
in because Howard always sells 
more tickets than seats available. 
People even went as far as 
scalping tickets outside for outra-
geous prices, but it was all in love, 
all in the spirit of the event. 
What happened to the classic 
battles between the heavy hitters 
like Icon verse Perfecto (who 
wore a throwback Jerry West jer-
sey, not for style, because he just 
thought it was dope). How about 
when Perfecto said "Icon this 
Icon that, Icon won't give me eye 
contact." 
Or when Icon said in his con-
scious written "Up, Down, Up, 
Down, Left, Right, Left, Right, A, 
B, A, B, Select, Start is my 
Contradiction." 
Even outsiders were ~vel-
come as long as they could show 
and prove, like Edan, a white 
emcee who didn't attend Howard 
but was so dope he was allowed to 
compete. 
It used to be no one was safe, 
not even mainstream rappers. 
Nature guest appeared in 2000 to 
promote his album but ended up 
getting dissed by a white emcee 
named Raze-One who reminded 
him he was scared ofNas. 
Just two years. And if you 
asked most on Howard's campus 
what they though about the Nas, 
Nature, Jay~l and Mobb Deep 
beef, they would tell you they did-
More on the Pimp 
Controversy: Think Harder 
Jamilah-Asali I. LemiCIL'< 
Are we as the black youth 
masses so hard pressed to find an 
identity that we must "redefine" 
some of the ugliest monikers 
used to define our people-nigger, 
bitch and now pimp - and then 
lazily attempt to justify their 
usage? 
I chose not to attend "Pimp 
Harder" for a number of reasons. 
For starters, I knew that the 
models used would not consti-
tute a true microcosm of the HU 
student body (i.e. men and 
women of all looks and sizes); I 
have been told that I was correct. 
Also, if I wanted to see 
women looking like "video hoes" 
and men in designer wares that 
cost as much as my te.xtbooks, I 
could watch BET. And then there 
was the name. 
When I first read the flyer, 
the words sort of blurred on the 
page a bit. Honestly! I just knew 
that the so-called "Mecca of 
Black Intelligentsia" would not 
be having a fashion show with 
such a ridiculous name. 
I know it's "cute" to name 
your event after a popular song 
(hey, wasn't there a "Love You 
Better" auction? Isn't that an 
oxymoron? And why are we auc-
tioning people at a black institu-
tion?) 0.I<., that's another 
Perspective, but "Pimp 
Harder"?!? Mos Def said it best: 
"I want my people to be free, to 
be free, to be free .. ." 
Speaking as a representative 
of the fashion show organizers, 
Meagan Moore stated, "The 
focus of the show was to redefine 
the word pimp ... the modern day 
pimp is not one who sells sex. .. • 
She goes on say that a 
"Typical Howard student" antici-
pating a failing grade in a course, 
due to poor attendance, would 
"call the professor, set up meet-
ings and 'pimp' the professor into 
believing that you were very ill 
and you deserve at least a 'C'. 
That is a modern day pimp.• 
No, that is someone with a 
poor work ethic. It's one thing to 
employ such methods occasion-
ally, but when you allow such to 
be your calling card, then there is 
a problem. 
The black youth must cease 
to aoceptjcongratulate sub-stan-
dard behavior. Sure, most of us 
would try to return to a profes-
sor's good graces after perfonn-
Dear Hilltop, 
The Hilltop's decision to 
publish the divisive and misin-
formed non-story "No NWT in 
Tonight's Verbal Armageddon 
Finals" was in bad taste. The 
author tried to escalate a minor 
situation into a heated beef in a 
week that was already difficult 
for the hip hop community. 
It was not appropriate to put 
two HU-based hip hop initiatives 
against each other, especially in 
the san1e week that we lost a hip 
hop legend to the violence and 
confrontation that our event 
aims to combat. 
The dispute harped upon in 
the article is a fubricated contro-
versy seemingly designed to pro-
mote NWT at Verbal 
Armageddon's expense. 
Yes, h\<'O individuals disqual-
ified themselves from our event 
when they proceeded to violate 
the "Round 2" guidelines that all 
of the other contestants fol-
lowed. 
n't know what you were talking 
about 
How about seeing Philup 
Blunts eyes bug out when he 
would spit a funny conscious 
written about smoking weed or 
sex? 
I remember Verbal 
Armageddon without NWT, or if 
they were around, they w~re 
more of a sideshow. Now, an 
emcee can't leave the stage with-
out throwing up gang signs to 
show affiliation. 
ing inadequately; but attempting 
to "pimp" our way out of trouble 
is no way to achieve black 
pr.ogress. We did not come to col-
lege to attend pimped-out "T and 
A• laden fashion shows. We are 
here to attend our classes, com-
plete the assignments and 
receive grades based on our 
efforts, not our conventions of 
conniving. 
As Moore claimed, there 
were some positive ideas (black 
scholarship and entrepreneur-
ship among them) that were, 
albeit thinly, suggested in the 
show. However, who is really 
tuning in on these messages 
when they are jlLxtaposed with 
the image of scantily clad men 
and women parading down a 
runway between scenes from the 
documentary "Pimps Up, Hoes 
Down"? 
Either Moore is trying to 
'pimp' us into belie,•ing this 
ridiculous redefinition of pin1p-
ing and a seemingly fallacious 
premise for the fashion show, or 
she has somehow been 'pimped' 
into believing this nonsense her-
self. 
"Slave masters were the 
biggest pimps ever." So why on 
earth would we, the black youth 
who in 2002 STILL suffer from 
the effects of chattel slavery, wish 
to emulate our oppressors? Black 
people have been pimped by the 
white majority for years. Why 
align ourselves with such 
deplorable behavior? 
Treachery and manipulation 
are not the suitable tools for 
black advancement. We do not 
need to 'pimp' the system into 
working for us. We must work to 
change the system to meet our 
need and if that fails, tear the sys-
tem down and build a new one. 
Instead of pimping to 
• ... direct operations, activity or 
perforn1ance ... (and be one who) 
has charge of their life ... confi-
dence (and) is an intellectual", 
how about. working hard, read-
ing, being spiritually grounded 
and employing a proactive black-
centered work ethic? 
Moore would like to believe 
that a "pimp movement" has 
, been created: "a movement 
about black people no longer 
being the victim (sic) ... where 
women do not have to take some 
of the crap that men dish out and 
a movement that is focused on 
educating our people ... • 
Additionally, we reserve the 
right to decide who hosts our 
event and we are puzzled as to 
why another organization has 
assumed the need to challenge 
our decision. 
Furthermore, over the past 
five years, VA has never consid-
ered the outside affiliations of 
individual contestants in how we 
have operated our event. Thus, 
we do not have any disputes with 
other organizations because we 
only deal with individual artists 
and do not deal with their affili-
ates, sucl1 as NWT, in that capac-
ity. 
There were many claims 
made in the article that basic 
research on our website 
www.verbalarm.com or in past 
Hilltop articles about VA would 
have dispelled. 
First, past Verbal 
Armageddon chan1pions, none 
of whom are NWT members, 
have consistently been solicited 
by NWT to participate in some of 
theit projects based on the con-
year's competition where old 
grudges were rekindled and 
hatchets were buried even deep-
er. 
All that made Verbal 
Armageddon special has van-
ished. 
Verbal Armageddon has 
gone from three tense rounds of 
all out lyrical warfare to a low 
budget 'My Buddy,' commercial 
where emcees would rather 
dance on stage giving dap than 
focusing on winning. 
However, I have not heard 
anything about any pimp meet-
ings, pimp lectures, pimp action 
committees, pimp newsletters, 
or anything else of the sort. I 
would not call the fashion show 
the rallying cry of a movement. 
Perhaps it encouraged some 
poor soul to have an ideological 
shift (I hope not, unless it was a 
shift away from pimping), but 
fashion shows rarely constitute 
the foundation that revolutions 
are built on. 
As far as moving away from 
victimization, would not assum-
ing the role of "pimp" create a 
new victim? Why would we want 
to do such a thing? We need to 
seek reparations and perhaps 
retribution for the misdeeds of 
our trespassers, but we need not 
repeat their evils. 
I highly doubt that women's 
empowerment will come from 
pimping, nor bearing our wares 
on stage. And • educating and 
uplifting" the black masses 
would certainly wipe away any 
notion that a pimp ethic is prop-
er or just. 
Moore seems proud that she 
has "instead of talking about...the 
problems at Howard (she) got up 
and did something about it." 
That is one claim I agree with. 
While Moore and the other par-
ties responsible for the pimp 
show do not seem to recognize 
the problems, they have present-
ed them in a way that has 
inspired an important discourse. 
We need to re-e.xamine what 
it is that we aocept as the means 
to define us, and what methods 
we employ to achieve our goals. 
Pimping should not be one of 
them. 
I hope that the next time that 
an event like the annual fashion 
show is staged at Howard, the 
organiurs (and I will step up and 
volunteer if possible) will drop 
the BET mentality and seek to 
understand what the "Mecca of 
the Black Intelligentsia" should 
stand for, and how. (If that fails, 
then just be forthright and call 
the show a "Blaxploitation 
Extravaganza" and save the sad 
excuses). 
I am proud to be a true bud-
ding member of the black inteJli-
gentsia, and to all those who wish 
to subscnbe to that term, but see 
pimping as a tool ... THINK 
HAR.DER! 
testants' participation in VA. To 
say that these champions are 
affiliated with NWT is to turn the 
truth around. 
Second, despite the fact tliat 
none of the previous ten Hilltop 
articles about Verbal 
Armageddon have mentioned 
N\•/T and practically all pub-
lished articles about NWT refer 
to VA, the author and her 
sources make the baseless asser-
tion tliat NWT is the foundation 
of VA and ignore the individual 
contestants and fans that are our 
true base. 
Finally, we vow to continue 
advancing positive hip hop and 
we applaud The Hilltop for not 
publishing the article online as a 
prudent decision in light of the 
piece's sensational and misin-
fonned nature. 
Sincerely, 
Nelson Bennett, Verbal 
Armageddon (VA) DC 
Coordinator and Iman Kennerly, 
VA Founder 
stage and begged the crowd to 
vote him back in, everybody just 
laughed. 
Now with a little bit of nepo-
tism and a lot of Negroes chanti-
ng anyone can win. (Not taking 
anything away from this year's 
champ Art who has skills; but 
even he would agree Malik won 
but was denied the crown by NE-
fault *NELSON'S FAULT"). 
Verbal Armageddon has 
become so tainted and diluted; it 
now follows the ideology that 
keeps many things wrong at the 
Mecca. "If it makes sense why do 
it?" 
TI1ere use to be so much 
adrenaline . pumping, the 
Blackburn Ballroom would near-
ly burst with raw energy. And 
what was said that night would be 
echoed across campus until ne.xt 
All I see are emcees rapping 
who were the same wide-eye 
freshmen like me trying to sneak 
into the event back in 2000. 
When freshman contender 
Puda Pimp threw a tantrum on 
Jose/Sawyer is a junior print 
joumalism major. lie can be 
reached at eza11dy88@hotmail.com 
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!Brn::hii::o/lF1lnn:nn unnjw 
plll'.bnn. Mwol lln"<J.it <lll'r.:)!1-
rlJll.t! n:n:ll lb.II J:DlDJ)'.D1U l1l 
:t:rll1t. !Pb!lll) 'C!l!ll 
(il>2) ~~llI&ST 
!F!tdl~ll'Jll!8a:w $ ~:Ol\D:J'lild,JJ 
..((:Jmlb:1 ~ ~llnil.!illil <GJ11>'Jl[P0 
Earn Sl,000-$2,000 this 
semester with a proven 
Campus Fundraise1· 3 hour 
fundraisingg event. Our 
programs make fundraising 
easy with no risks. 
Fundraising dates are 
filling quickly, so get with 
the program! It works. 
Contact Campus 
Fundraiser at 
(888) 923-3238, 
or , •isit 
nww.campusfundraier.com 
J@J)!ll 'l :b:t II D <(llllh!ll A.lit 
)1,JJll Doo~:ne 11'01 ll :plnu 
to !P'.Dlb!ll~ll n!r.lli:bl ,l)]l 
!Plt'.li'ldi:.i, !lll>lll\Til)h:JlJ:J il.b~ 
<1>'11, .nlllil ll:n:m!lll rlelllb? 
1Fsll1>1!7tl!h1]) Flin!!~D!, 
11.'.bs <1>1:ibJl J)l!IU !llll:il 
loti:rltcl'l1b j1>n1.nil1 d:n 'Ill, 
llJwlb:il i1111n, jJ Jo1>lwle 
:!J>!I' J>ll'l"l'.llll~.Y,t !1lrl11:hJ, 
1----S-'p_r_i_n_g_B_r_e_a_k __ --1 11>:tn owllll 1.ian~, ilp1111wll1I 
#I Spring Break Free Trips, J'llll:r:lll)T~ !llll:il !ll1'~1-0:r:h. 
Drinks/Meals Lowest Prices ll'f.e 'ft<ll:!l!DID:t 01JJl>:mfaol1>!ll\l 
Particsw/MTV/Jcrry Springer flln'l n:11\J<DWlb !J>l!lU I>llil . 
Featured w/MSNBC/fravel :n1>111'10Dltlll:<ll m !I IID!1llll~ 
Channel <Dlr 11D:nn!l 1:llnll!.t. 1rih1J aJ 
Better than ever!! 
J\'!'f!F,.WmdreJt!WtMW 
1-800-426-7710 
!l ~ll1 \!Y!ll7 111) !.t'l 1Pllb-
]lo'.b1':il !l'.D:il '.l'o:r <0:lll:tn Uo 
1b11>:r i,<1>11:r "<J:oht. Si:nw ~:n 1-------------1 11w'.b:mla~1>11~ :l1>·iln7 \lI> 
# I Spring Break Vacations! IF<tl!Dll1~ll1J) IY.h1!!W!llS. 
Cancun, Jamaica, Acapulco, . lB1>2. 2'11, l'ifJIDU, N'!f 
Bahamas, Mazatlan, Florida, 11D1l>i&l> <Dlf t:o 
SPadrc. 110% Best Prices! tr<llTID\!l0'.hm:p@1J)lJ'illtl!l,'D:rS, 
Book Now & get Free Parties & 
Meals! 
group Discounts. Now Hi ring 
Campus Reps! 
'.-800-234-7007 
endlesssummertours.com 
Attention Spring Breakers Travel 
Free 2003 Free trips, drinks & 
meals Party w/ MTV Hottest 
Destinations Most Reliable 
1-800-426-77 10 
BS 
One bedroom apartment, 
furnished, located close to 
campus, 200 Rhode Island 
Ave, NE, available for sum-
mer sub-let from May until 
August, $720/month • ulili-
tic~ included, arched door-
ways, quiet building, a\'ail-
ablc parking, A/C. 
All serious inquiries call 
202-421-7324 
"Yo11 !117~ lt.u:p t:hllilt nitl 
.c~al 1Yt aw M11llOJU11 on 
lou lllfP, ltt.1 lodt UOll'll l>C 
:nut. l lurn .Mlh 1D sill tiJ' 
JOD. 'Yoll nil ill't anq 
llJ1toutbllW'-
l'Wt1 
Howard Delicatessen 
Famous Subs and 
Sandwiches 
-Sandwich Special $4.65 
-Sub Spcical $5.75 
-Shortic Special $5.95 
-Ghetto Sweet Iced Tea SI ..SO 
2612 A Georgia Ave. NW 
(202)332-5747 
liltnn1:r!I D,113G13 .Cn. An, 
l'fW ll:u'.I' llllQ o:r lmllll..O 
Fli!lllibnll Sll1>rtJt Dpn~lll 
~ .%, $:pstllll Snwfhrl:ll 
$4,~. :!I"' S:nb Sp:t.cln!I 
'$§.~ lF:tlltnr!bia • G!lutl!> 
S·11H1' lln:il '1il!UJ "'IHlo\ff S1>0.il 
dllll:il [PJ!!l\lll.ll'l ll 1-l llo:r 
lbn1llM:n 11) 1il'IYJ1Jl lD!l!l:lu,:r 
l:n n11lt;1. 
IB:1111-, '.Kt'.DJIJ lD1>mi: tll:!> 
SPRINa 
BREAK 
2003 
Sp,-lng 1:3,-eak 
;:Jamaican style. 
€ve,-ybody's invited. E, 
r-....a..,. abfore ~~ I\Ofe-1 
~ tN:ii,u.poriatlbtt to pal"tl.-_. 
atld ncHvt~, tl\e.-,. 
re.li.nhle. -t0\41" OpAPato-
will get ~ tlw..e. 
Sou Splo•h Loni"• 
1.800,426. 7710 
ww\"·•""•plo•htou,._.,eom 
Stud,cttl "rl"ovol Se.,.vlc e• 
1,800.648.4849 
www.•f•t .. ovirl.cou, 
The Hilltop 
HOWARD 
UNIVERSIJY 
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WHO SHOULD 
ATTEND 
PARTICULARS 
leitdership 9 
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Over 100 
Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities 
Joined by the voices 
of Hip-Hop and Neo-Soul 
And the Will to stand for Change 
December Play The CD 
Stop The Silence 
Over 100 Historically Black Colleges and Univfflities United In A Global AIDS Response 
Brought to you by National Assodation for Equal Opl)ortunity In Higher Education (NAfEO) 
November 8, 2002 
